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in•sid•er
   [in-sahy-der] 
noun
1.	 a	person	who	is	a	member	of	a	group,	organization,	
society,	etc.

2.	 a	person	belonging	to	a	limited	circle	of	persons	who	
understand	the	actual	facts	in	a	situation	or	share	
private	knowledge.

insider

Leave	us	a	comment	on	an	article	that	impacted	you!		
Send	any	comments	to	bscales@heightschristian.org	
with	“Insider	comments”	on	the	subject	line	of	your	
email.		We	would	love	to	hear	from	you!

The Insider is a bi-monthly magazine produced by the body 
of Heights Christian Church.  As such, we encourage our 
members to submit articles for the purpose of Christian 
instruction, challenge & edification on the following topics:  
Current Events & Issues, Book, Movie & Music Reviews, 
Hospitality, Fellowship, Christian Art & Humor, Parenting, 
Finances, Youth & Children, Apologetics, Practical 
Theology, Outreach and Testimonies.

Articles for review can be submitted to bscales@
heightschristian.org.  Please title all such emails with the 
subject “Insider” and the topic the article is about.  All 
articles reviewed must be approved by the editors before 
publication.  Please note that articles may be edited for 
content or space consideration.  Submitted articles may not 
necessarily appear in the following published magazine, but 
may be archived for future use as themes for each magazine 
are determined.

Our Mission
The purpose of the Heights Christian Church 
Insider is to provide stories from the inside 

perspective of the Christian worldview.  Our 
goal is to help encourage, edify and equip the 
body of Christ on a myriad of different subjects 
that we face in our day to day lives so that we 
may better shine the light of Christ to the world 

through our words, actions and knowledge.



 I am up here in front of you today for 2 reasons: 1) God has 
given me the strength, breath and ability to stand here and 2) I 
want to give Him praise and honor for what He has done in my 
life.
 Ten years ago, I was a very different person.  I had been in and 
out of treatment centers for years struggling with bulimia.  What 
started as a diet in high school, rapidly spiraled into anorexia 
and eventually developed into a life threatening addiction.   Each 
new treatment center and therapist offered me a new challenge 
of outsmarting professionals, defying authority and planning 
my latest relapse.  I was done trying to be the “good girl” and 
follow Christ.  Being the extreme and “all or nothing” person that 
I am, I decided I would never live up to His standard and threw 
myself wholeheartedly into the world.  I sought out all of the 
pleasure that this world has to offer.  I gained money, “highs” and 
popularity ….while at the same time sacrificing my faith, dignity, 
friends and health.   In my sick mind, I thought I could switch my 
obsessions to “less harmful” addictions.  Instead, I just picked up 
a couple more and my life was wasting away in three addictions.
 I was arrested…. And that did not change me.  I was revived 
by medics in an ambulance while taken to ER… and that did not 
change me…I was the one that family members had “written 
off” as being too sick to change and the patient that doctors kept 
telling “you should not be alive”.  I was walking across a parking 
lot I never should have been in at 3am one morning and had a 
very strong sense that I would be dead by the end of the summer 
if something did not change.  So I called my parents and told 
them I needed some more money for therapy.  My parents were 
pretty tired of throwing money at therapists, especially after the 
last one had fired me.  They prayed about it and offered me 6 
months living in a remote cabin with my mom in an attempt to 
restore my relationship with her, cut ties with the boyfriend I was 
living with, focus on recovery and reconcile with God.  I didn’t 
believe I could really go into recovery nor did I really want to.  I 
was just afraid of dying at 22 and saw this “experiment” as free 
room and board.
 Ten years ago this week, I said goodbye to the few friends I 
had left and hopped on a U-Haul with my Bible and my running 
shoes. What did I have to lose by seeking God?  I couldn’t keep 
a job.  I had stolen from, lied to and betrayed everyone that had 
ever been close to me.   I have never been more afraid in my 
entire life….  I was afraid to die, but I was more afraid to live.  I 
was afraid of making amends with others, but I was more afraid 
of having to look at myself.  I was deeply afraid of God’s wrath.  
My lifestyle had qualified me for all of the “if you do these 
things, you will perish” lists in the Bible!  I didn’t even know 
how to pray anymore…
 I talked honestly to God and asked Him to help my unbelief.  
What started as a motivation to change from a fear of dying 

transformed into a desperation to seek God’s face and see if He 
could offer real solutions to my pain.  I am a very pragmatic 
learner and had subconsciously viewed faith in God and the 
Bible as very impractical.  It didn’t make sense.  How could 
Jesus really relate to the every day struggles of an insecure 
young woman?  I was wrong and God proved it.  Not only did 
His word not come back void, but His very presence and His 
Truth completely transformed this addict from the inside out.  I 
wanted to know God’s thoughts about everything.  Nothing else 
mattered. I copied out the Greek and Hebrew dictionaries by 
hand.  I wrote out every verse in Scripture that had to do with the 
topics I struggled with.  I actually started to let the words that I 
had memorized in church my whole life seep into my soul and 
affect my daily life.  For the first time in my life, He allowed 
me to really wrap my mind around “lordship”.  If He isn’t Lord 
of my life, what’s the point?  If my life isn’t about Him, what’s 
the point?  My OCD mind and extreme thinking went straight to 
Romans and the letters of Paul.  For the first time in my life, I got 
it that the very same power that Christ had when He rose from the 
dead is the exact same power available to me through His Spirit 
when I am repentant and fully surrendered to Him.  By His grace 
alone, I did go into recovery 10 years ago and by His grace alone 
I have stayed in recovery.  I have struggles and I have bad days 
just like everyone else.  But at the end of the day, I know that my 
God is sovereign, faithful and good all of the time.  I can always 
say that His grace is sufficient for me and I pray I never forget 
where He has brought me from.  I pray that He will continue to 
use me as an ambassador of His grace and hope to those that are 
struggling with addictions.  I am not proud of the path I have 
walked or the person I have been and I still have consequences 
daily for my sins.  By God’s mercy, I am immeasurably blessed 
with a patient husband who unconditionally loves me, three 
beautiful children, a forgiving family and this church home.  But 
above all, I will boast in the cross of Christ and His resurrection, 
for it is by His free gift alone that I am here and give Him glory 
today.

Testimony
Karen Greene, pictured here with her husband Andrew shared 
her testimony with Heights in August and we thought it so im-
pactful that we wanted to share it in this edition of the Insider.



 

 

 

 

 Today	we	have	come	to	celebrate	the	life	
of	someone	very	dear	to	us.		Everyone	here	
today	has	been	touched	in	some	way	by	her.		
Her	passing	is	a	shock	for	many	because	she	
meant	so	much	to	us.		We	can’t	imagine	life	
without	her.		
	 She	was	tireless	in	her	service	to	the	
Lord,	often	giving	of	herself	7	days	a	week,	
occasionally	without	rest.		For	some	of	you,	
she	was	the	one	where	you	came	to	know	the	
Lord.		Many	have	been	baptized	in	waters	
prepared	by	her	over	the	years.		She	was	
there	for	so	many	outreach	events,	church	
socials,	youth	lock	ins,	couples	retreats,	even	
addiction	counseling.		She	has	also	prepared	
countless	disciples,	pastors	and	missionaries	
during	her	time.
	 She	worked	so	hard	for	so	long	but,	she	
began	to	grow	old,	as	all	of	
us	do.		However,	she	kept	
trying	to	find	that	spark	
of	youth,	that	energy	and	
vibrancy	that	made	her	
so	effective	when	she	was	
younger.		Even	though	she	
searched,	I	don’t	think	she	
ever	really	understood	that	
the	world	had	already	left	
her	behind.		Changes	in	the	world	around	
her	only	accented	her	aging	ways.
	 Despite	the	fight,	she	grew	old	gracefully,	
with	the	dignity	of	one	who	served	the	Lord	
well,	with	all	of	her	heart.		And	though	the	
victories	weren’t	as	numerous	as	in	her	
youth,	she	continued	to	make	disciples	until	
the	final	breath	was	drawn	from	her	on	her	
50th	birthday.		
	 All	of	you	here	today	are	the	fruit	of	her	
labor,	touching	the	world	for	Jesus	Christ...
and	I	am	sure	she	couldn’t	be	more	proud.		
You	are	her	legacy.		Continue	to	live	in	the	
same	Spirit	of	Christ	she	encouraged	you	to	
trust	in.	

 Rest	in	peace...	Heights	Christian	
Church...you	will	be	missed.

 Happy Anniversary Heights Christian 
Church!  

 You should be dead!

 I know those aren’t the most encouraging 
words to be heard, but it’s true.
 The average lifespan of a church is around 
50 years.  So the fact that I am writing this 
article and not delivering the above eulogy 
is amazing.  And the realization that the 
publication you are reading is brand new is 
nothing less than a miracle.  
 But if you are expecting this to be an 
article praising our past with beautiful 
nostalgic pictures reminiscing about days of 
old... I’m sorry to disappoint you.  
 This is about assessing our present.  And 
currently, while we haven’t lost our heartbeat, 
we are definitely at a crossroads.  
 Recent studies over the past few years 
suggest that churches, just like human beings 
have a lifespan .  Their average lifespan is 

about 50 years and their 
most vibrant time as a 
church peaks around 
15 years of age.  They 
go through 5 different 
stages as they mature and 
eventually die.  See the 
chart of each stage and 
some of the characteristics 
of those stages.

Finding our place on the chart

 Take a moment and guess:  Where would 
you place Heights Christian Church on the 
chart and why?
 I’ll give my answer in a moment.
 What struck me most about all the 
research was how easily Heights fit into the 
mold of their “typical church”.  Although 
Heights Christian Church was founded in 
1962, most with a knowledge of Heights, 
both inside the church and outside it, would 
agree that its largest impact and influence as 
a church in the community happened in the 
mid to late 1970s, about 15 years after its 

inception.  At that time, Heights average 
attendance was around 800 members.  
Since that time through various church 
splits and plants, Heights Christian Church 
has steadily plugged along fluctuating in 
numbers between 100 and 300 people.
 To be sure, we’ve made our impact and 
continue to do so.  Missionaries on the 
walls in our hallway attest to both the past 
and the present faithfulness of God in our 
midst.  Over the last 10 years, four of our 
very own have gone on to serve as pastors, 
two here at Heights and two shepherding 
their own flocks.  Scores of youth have 
graduated in the past few years with a 
hunger to serve God with their lives, no 
matter what vocation God leads them to.  
Our congregation and our daycare have 
continually “rubbed shoulders” for the last 
30 years producing faithful families touched 
by the love of Jesus Christ.
 Yet despite these encouraging facts, it 
is apparent to me that Heights Christian 
Church is planted firmly between the 
Parent and Grandparent stage of a church’s 
life.  We are producing leaders, yet we are 
strangely comfortable where we are too.  
 One clear indicator of our age comes in 
the attendance of youth and young adults.  
In the late 1970s the youth and young adult 
movement known as “koinania” was a 
couple of hundred strong.  Today, however, 
while our youth group remains strong 
(between 25-35 youth in recent years), 
our young adults are finding other places 
to fellowship.  These are not fringe youth 
or young adults who have simply fallen 
away.  Rather, they represent the strongest 
in faith our congregation has to offer.  
More importantly, they represent the future 
leaders of the church.  When the future 
leaders of the church go someplace else to 
worship the result is our congregation ages 
fast.
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Hints at Reversing Time

 This trend is not just plaguing churches.  It is a cultural trend 
that is spilling over into the business world as well.  In an article 
titled, “More Firms Bow to Generation Y’s Demands” from the 
Wall Street Journal, Leslie Kwoh chronicles how companies have 
struggled to keep this critical age group of 18-30 year olds.  
 At the core of the problem were two observations.  First, it 
was noted through a 2010 Pew Research study that baby boomers 
defining qualities were “work ethic, respectfulness and morals”.  
“Millennials chose technology, music and pop culture…followed 
by superior intelligence and clothing”.  Secondly, Generation Y 

wants to get involved right away.  They don’t want to wait 10 
years for a promotion.  If they can’t feel like they are making a 
contribution now, then they go somewhere else.
 As a pastor over youth, many of whom are now young 
adults, I have heard the echoing of these statements.  However, 
to our discredit, we have been both reluctant to embrace more 
technology within the course of our weekly service and reluctant 
to use these youth and young adults as a vital part of bringing 
these changes to us.
 Beyond these factors is an element that is missing within our 
weekly meetings…fun!  This isn’t a criticism of the preaching, 
testimonies, communion or anything else we do.  It is simply an 

Stage Activity

Child

Survival
At this stage, the church plant is simply trying to become 
self-sustaining. Each week, the question is “Will we be 
here next week?” Attendance growth is crucial at this stage 
because the larger the baby, the more likely she will be 
viable.

Adult

Maturity
As an adult, the church should be developing a clearly 
defined pathway for discipleship (linear or non-linear), 
a structure for community beyond the weekend service, 
and a strategic plan for local and global evangelism and 
transformation.

Parent
Multiplication
The key activity for a parent is healthy reproduction. Is the 
church regularly giving birth and providing support to ensure 
the survival and maturity of her children?

Grandparent

Mentoring
The key activity for a grandparent church is to leverage 
her experience and resources to encourage, resource, and 
strengthen younger churches. Grandparent churches often 
find ways to cooperate with other churches either in an 
informal or formal way to continue to plant new churches 
both domestically and internationally.

Senior Citizen

Legacy
As a church begins to decline in attendance and giving, the 
focus turns either to survival (returning to the Child phase) 
or legacy (What will be our long-term contribution to the 
Kingdom?).

taken	from
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 Love him or hate him, you don’t know him.  That is the line 
that appears on posters for the movie 2016: Obama’s America.  
And since been I have been perplexed by much of what President 
Obama has done these past 3 years, I was interested in what 
Dinesh D’Souza, and producer, Oscar winner Gerald Molen had 
to say.  The movie was un-nerving to say the least.   I came away 
in agreement with Robert Murdock, the conservative News Corp. 
magnate, who tweeted last Wednesday, “Just saw 2016. Truly 
scary if no answer. Every voter should see and decide for self 
what future they want for America,” 
 The movie first tells the story of Dinesh D’Souza, a writer, 
speaker, and president of Kings College in NY. Born in Mumbai, 
India, he came to the U.S. as an exchange student and graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa from Dartmouth College in 1983. From there he 
went on to work in the Reagan White House as a policy analyst.
 D’Souza was initially fascinated with his contemporary Barak 
Obama, and followed his rise to power.  But not long after he 
was elected D’Souza began to observe behavior from the new 
president that made no sense.  Why was he returning a bust of 
Churchill to the English?  Why was he plunging the country into 
huge debt, and blocking energy production within our borders?  
The movie proceeds to document D’Souza’s attempt  to answer 

those and other questions.  The movie is based on his book   “The 
Roots of Obama’s Rage”. Step by step he takes us through his 
own journey, with most of the dialogue taken straight from Barak 
Obama’s book,“Dreams from my Father”.  And within that title 
D’Souza believes he has found the key to Barak’s dream for 
America.  
 The world view that drove Obama’s father was so entirely 
different than the worldview we have as Americans and as 
Christians that it’s easy to see why we would be confused by his 
son’s actions. If D’Souza is correct, Barak’s dreams for America 
will shock you.  I found the movie extremely thought provoking, 
and worth the $10.  written by Diane Lee

Reviews

“I believe with all my heart that standing up for 
America means standing up for the God who has so 
blessed our land.  We need God’s help to guide our 
nation through stormy seas.  But we can’t expect 
Him to protect America in a crisis if we just leave 
Him over on the shelf in our day-to day living.” 

—Ronald Reagan



Saving Sailor 
Renee	Riva
   The year is 1968. After 
spending the first half of 
summer vacation driving 
her Italian family crazy 
with her fake southern 
accent, 10-year old A.J. 
finds a soul mate on the 
other side of the island to 
divert her attention. 

 She is intrigued to learn that Danny shares 
her same burning desire to know God and 
realizes that few people her age think as 
deeply as the two of them do. However, the 
depth of their newfound faith and friendship 
is soon tested when Danny’s father betrays 
his wife.
 Set in a simpler time, Saving Sailor is a 
heartwarming tale of how hearts can change 
and relationships can be restored with God’s 
help. As I read this book I found myself 

Reviews
reminiscing about growing up in the 
sixties and enjoying many of the things 
that I had forgotten about over the years.
 Saving Sailor is a story about seeking 
and holding out for God’s best in life 
and love. It’s about looking for more, 
asking for more, and expecting more 
than just the status quo. For A.J., the 
search for God, truth, and true love 
began at a very young age. A.J. is a 
perceptive child and picks up on the 
contrast of lives lived for God, through 
faith in Jesus Christ, as opposed to lives 
lived for self. God offers us so much 
more than the world can ever offer. We 
are constantly lured by what comes 
cheap and easy. We need to know God 
to be able to see through the lies and 
temptations that lead to lost hopes and 
painful heartaches. Those who have 
fallen short need to know of God’s 
redemptive love that leads to forgiveness 
and restoration.

 As C.S. Lewis stated in his book, 
Weight of Glory, “We are half–hearted 
creatures, fooling about with drink and sex 
and ambition when infinite joy is offered 
us, like an ignorant child wants to go on 
making mud pies in a slum because he can-
not imagine what is meant by the offer of 
a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily 
pleased.”
 We, like A.J., have an inner need to 
find meaningful purpose and fulfilling 
relationships in our lives, God knows how 
to fill those needs deep within our souls. 
Why settle for “making mud pies in a slum” 
when God is offering us “a holiday at the 
sea?”
 If you are interested in getting a glimpse 
of what it was like to live in the 60s or 
reminisce about growing up back then, 
plus getting a great Christian story of 
redemption? I would recommend this book 
to you.

—Pastor Mark Scales

Sifted: God’s Scandalous 
Response to Satan’s 
Outrageous Demand
Rick	Lawrence
 We all go through hard times, and our most 
common reaction is that we don’t deserve 
this experience. We all prefer to live safe, 
controlled lives and of course we hate suffering 
through pain ... whether physical, emotional or 
financial.
 It would be easy to coast along in life and 
believe that God will not allow bad things to 
happen in our lives. We want to simply believe 
that God is good, and that He will cushion us 
from anything uncomfortable or unpleasant. 
The bottom line is this: at some point in our 
lives, we are going to be “sifted,” it’s a reality 
of life. We don’t want to go through the process 
of being beaten, smashed, vacuumed and 
dumped like a kernel of wheat. But we do want 
any unusable or harmful parts of our life to be 
captured and thrown away. It is impossible to 
have the end result without going through the 
entire process from beginning to end.
 Author and Pastor, Rick Lawrence takes 
Luke’s narrative of the Last Supper and then, 
going even deeper, narrows the study to two 
verses 22:31-32. It’s Biblical encounter that 
will first challenge you, then comfort you, then 
leave you changed.

 I received the book; Sifted, 
compliments of David C. Cook Publishing 
and their weekly book giveaway and for 
some reason, came at just the right time 
for our family to use this study into what 
is meant by being sifted. Lawrence shows 
what the purpose is in our life and how we 
can become better Christians in spite of 
the process.
 Discouraged by life’s difficulties - 
both the life-shifting catastrophes and 
the drip-drip-drip of your daily troubles? 
Dissatisfied with the same old pat answers 
about God’s role in our hard times? 
Lawrence takes you on a surprising - even 
dangerous - journey into the deepest 
recesses of God’s heart toward us. To get 
there, he drills deep into a single Scriptural 
snapshot. Jesus tells Peter he’s about 
to be “sifted like wheat” - shaken hard, 
beaten, and pitched into despair until he’s 

separated from the person he always thought 
he was.
 Satan is going to do it. And Jesus is going 
to allow it. But why? Jesus makes no mistakes 
with His metaphors, and sifting offers a 
brutally honest picture of God’s goodness 
at work on behalf of our freedom. Sifted is 
a rigorously honest, deeply challenging, yet 
powerful redemptive exploration of the trials 
that beat us down, the good God who allows 
them, and the incredible beauty sifting can 
reveal in us.
 Lawrence uses many real life examples 
to illustrate how the sifting process works. 
Sifted is an honest and sometimes difficult 
book to read. I know that I need to read it 
again, and spend more time digesting. I highly 
recommend this book!

—Pastor Mark Scales



element that is not intentionally there.  Our 
relationship with Jesus should be vibrant 
and joyful.  There should be opportunities 
within our congregation that has people 
with like minded passions to come together 
in a purposeful but fun way.  It is also what 
millenials mentioned to Chief Executive Dan 
Rosenweig from Chegg Inc.  
 Whether it be businesses or churches, we 
have become so regimented and scripted, we 
have become something we never thought 
we would be…boring.  And no one likes to 
be bored, no matter what atmosphere they 
are put in.  So instead of remaining bored, 
they simply leave until they find a place 
excited about them and using their gifts and 
talents for either the world of business or the 
Kingdom of God. 

The Fountain of Youth

 There is good news.  Though churches age 
and have a life cycle, they are not like our life 
cycle.  We know that unless Jesus returns, our 
bodies will grow old and die.  But churches 
have the opportunity to grow younger.

 The problem we are facing today is 
new.  Going back to the resurrection of 
Christ, changes in culture took hundreds 
of years.  Therefore, doing the same things 
over and over again, not only seemed 
safe, they were expected.  But what was 
centuries, with the Industrial Revolution 
became decades.  And now with the age 
of technology and the internet, cultural 
changes take place every 2-5 years.  (I 
mean, really, is anyone even on MySpace 
anymore?)
 While the gospel and its message will 
always be relevant to every generation, the 
way of communicating these unchanging 
truths to a new generation must be done in 
a way where they will hear it or the local 
congregation runs the risk of growing old 
and dying.  
 The exciting part of all of this is that 
when this integration of youth, young 
adults and their music and technology are 
brought properly into a church, amazing 
things can begin to happen.  
 Jonathan Scales in the summer of 2011 
helped film a series Mark and I did on 
“What’s Next?”  In it, he created a number 

of video introductions and did a number of 
video testimonies that we utilized for our 
weekly service.  His work greatly advanced 
the messages that were being spoken.  
Through his interaction with others, of all 
ages, he commented his great appreciation 
for people in our congregation that he never 
would have chosen to talk to on his own.  It’s 
a series some of the youth liked most because 
of its use of technology to help advance the 
message of Christ.
 Our challenge and exciting goal is to 
help reverse this aging process of our church 
through innovation, technology, quick 
and active participation…and a lot of fun, 
excitement and a touch of unpredictability, 
to use these new venues to both involve and 
further disciple youth and young adults.  If we 
are successful, I doubt any of us will be able 
to imagine what Heights Christian Church 
will look like in 2062, but I believe it will 
be filled with people who love Jesus and are 
excited about serving Him.  Sounds like a 
pretty worthy goal.
 So are you daring enough to have some 
fun? 

—Pastor Jeremy Bannister

When was the last time you brushed up on your local history?  The Albuquerque Museum 
of Art and History is FREE the first Wednesday of each month.  Come learn about 
Conquistadors, try your hand at grinding your own corn or immerse yourself in works of art 
by regional artists.  After making yourself smarter, consider indulging in the most splendid 
chocolate mouse at Le Crepe Michel; located in the alley just west of the museum.  They 
are open for lunch and dinner Tuesday-Saturday.  Reservations are recommended for dinner. 
Walk off your dessert with a stroll through Old Town, or get your blood pumping with a 
visit to the Rattlesnake Museum, located near the southeast corner of The Old Town Plaza.  
Enjoy!        —Jessica Dickman

This time last year, Pastor Mark and I were invited to try out square dancing. You 
are probably thinking, Seriously, people still square dance?  And I would tell you, 
“ABSOLUTELY!”  We bowed to our partner, bowed to the corner, circled to the left and do-
si-doed our way around the circle.  We went to the two free nights and went home laughing 
so much -- our gut was hurting.  We had so much fun and really enjoyed the people there.  If 
you want to do something that exercises not only your body, but your mind, give it a whirl 
on Oct. 2 & 9 at the Albuquerque Square Dance Center (4909 Hawkins NE).  

—Barbara Scales

Fellowship is an important part of the Christian walk.  
We need fellowship to strengthen our relationships 
with family, friends and co-workers.  It is often 
through the avenue of fellowship that important 
opportunities for outreach and discipleship occur.  
So as we introduce fellowship opportunities in this 
magazine, we wish for you to think how you can use 
these activities in such a way to plant seeds for Christ 
with those whom you share these experiences with.

Fellowship Financial Tip
 Every household needs a Legacy Drawer. It 
doesn’t matter if you’re single with no kids or 
76 and have 12 grandkids—you need a Legacy 
Drawer. It’s the last gift you will give your 
family, so make it a good one. If you truly care 
about your loved ones, you will take the time to 
create a Legacy Drawer.
 The drawer (or box or files) should be 
somewhere in your home and contain everything 
your spouse or family needs to know if you 
aren’t around—anything that has to do with 
your financial life should be in that drawer. You 
must organize it in a way that anyone can find 
a specific document in 30 seconds. All files 
should be clearly marked, in order, and easy for 
a grieving family member to find. There’s no 
need to go into extreme detail when creating your 
Legacy Drawer. Simply include the appropriate 
documents in an easy-to-understand format, and 
you’re good to go!
 We recommend that your Legacy Drawer 
contain 11 things. Although it may seem daunting 
to gather all of this material together, you will be 
happy you did once 
the Legacy Drawer 
is created.  Check 
out Legacy Drawer: 
Keep Your Family 
Prepared  at Dave 
Ramsey.com  
—Laurel Bernard
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