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in•sid•er
   [in-sahy-der] 
noun
1.	 a	person	who	is	a	member	of	a	group,	organization,	
society,	etc.

2.	 a	person	belonging	to	a	limited	circle	of	persons	who	
understand	the	actual	facts	in	a	situation	or	share	
private	knowledge.

insider

The Insider is a bi-monthly magazine produced by the body 
of Heights Christian Church.  As such, we encourage our 
members to submit articles for the purpose of Christian 
instruction, challenge & edification on the following topics:  
Current Events & Issues, Book, Movie & Music Reviews, 
Hospitality, Fellowship, Christian Art & Humor, Parenting, 
Finances, Youth & Children, Apologetics, Practical 
Theology, Outreach and Testimonies.

Articles for review can be submitted to bscales@
heightschristian.org.  Please title all such emails with the 
subject “Insider” and the topic the article is about.  All 
articles reviewed must be approved by the editors before 
publication.  Please note that articles may be edited for 
content or space consideration.  Submitted articles may not 
necessarily appear in the following published magazine, but 
may be archived for future use as themes for each magazine 
are determined.

Our Mission
The purpose of the Heights Christian Church 
Insider is to provide stories from the inside 

perspective of the Christian worldview.  Our 
goal is to help encourage, edify and equip the 
body of Christ on a myriad of different subjects 
that we face in our day to day lives so that we 
may better shine the light of Christ to the world 

through our words, actions and knowledge.

About the Cover
“The theme of New Christian living [Being 

the Hands & Feet of Jesus] strongly 
reminded me that we are to be the light of 
the world like Jesus is. The cross candle to 

represent Christianity.”  —T.J. Ahlgrim



STORMY 
WEATHER
The	disciples	went	
and	woke	him,	saying,	
“Master,	Master,	we’re	
going	to	drown!”	He	got	
up	and	rebuked	the	wind	
and	the	raging	waters;	
the	storm	subsided,	and	

all	was	calm.	“Where	is	your	faith?”	he	asked	
his	disciples.   — Luke 8:24-25
 The dark sky to the west put us on high 
alert. Canopies with aluminum legs and 
plastic covers don’t do well in the wind and 
rain. Sure enough the storm that we hoped 
would turn to the north, came upon us and our 
Bibles, tracts and even our lawn chairs flew 
in every direction, as we held on tightly to the 
legs of our canopy to prevent it from being 
a part of October’s Balloon Fiesta. But the 
storms of life are far worse.
 The first person we met that day was Susan 
and she came to what was left of our booth 
and asked for a Bible. When asked where she 
was from she replied, “I’m from all over.” Her 
dad was a teacher and what she remembers 
most was the different countries of the world 
she lived during his travels. Now she was 
in her forties and was still traveling. How 
she ended up in Belen, NM was somewhat 
nebulous, so we didn’t press it. Susan said she 
was a Christian but she didn’t go to church 
anywhere, although there were several close 
by to where she lived. Seems like the man she 
lived with didn’t like churches. She had two 
sons, one who was in prison and a daughter 
who had two children. She is estranged from 
all of them. 
 Desiree was in tears as she told us her story 
while picking up one of our tracts on the Life 
of Jesus. A single mom in her twenties with 

three little children in tow and pregnant 
with another, she shared with us of her 
continuing struggle with drugs and poor 
choices. She lived with an uncle because 
she had no other place to go. She doesn’t 
work and is on welfare. She said, “I have 
no hope and no place to turn to for help.” 
 John Mark and his friend Janet were 
Catholic. He vigorously proclaimed Jesus 
as his Savior but Janet was silent and 
seemed bothered by what he said. The 
odor of alcohol was obvious as he told us 
they were living together.
 I gave a tract about Jesus to a lady with 
a dog on a lease. She willingly took it, 
read a little and then politely placed it 
back on our table. Not interested.
 A ten-year old boy, whom I’ll call 
Danny, proudly walked up to us and 
challenged us with this question: “Do you 
know what the Bible is?” As we began 
to give an answer, he said, “It’s Basic 
Instruction Before Leaving Earth.” Good 
job, Danny!
 All of these partial sound bites were 
from our participation in a Christian 
outreach at Anna Becker Park in Belen. 
With fifty or so Christians worshipping 
the Lord under a large metal covering in 
the middle of the park; the local Farmers 
Market in progress around the perimeter; 
and a task force from Valencia County 
promoting breast feeding to moms under 
the gazebo, there were hundreds of milling 
people all around us. What a mission field!
 As I looked around at the crowds, I 
couldn’t help be reminded of the ministry 
of Jesus when he first went to the area 
called “Galilee of the Gentiles.” The 
prophet Isaiah proclaimed it as a place 
where the people were “living in darkness 

. . . in the land of the shadow of death” 
(Mt. 4:16). But after Jesus came it was 
proclaimed, “they have seen a great light . . 
. upon them a light has dawned” (Mt. 4:17). 
Whenever the Gospel is preached and God’s 
love is shared, good things happen to people.
 Susan was prayed for and received a mighty 
deliverance. So powerful was her experience 
that we had to hold her up. She spent the 
next hour praising God with the rest of the 
believers with her hands lifted high. We 
introduced her to a pastor of a church just a 
few blocks from her home.  
 Desiree asked for prayer and made a 
confession of faith and was baptized thirty 
minutes later with two of her boys. That’s 
right—they had a portable baptismal on site! 
We introduced her to a pastor from her city 
who was there at the outreach and he said 
he would follow up with her and get her in 
church.
 All holding hands, Dorothy and I prayed 
for John Mark and Janet and they left with a 
Bible in their hands, promising to read it to 
each other. Maybe Danny will ask them his 
favorite question next time he sees them in the 
park.
 For the lady who returned our tract and all 
the others that received one, we pray that the 
Holy Spirit will convict their hearts of their 
need for Jesus and someone else along the 
way will water the seeds that were planted 
(1 Cor. 3:6-7). 
 The next night we were scheduled to 
set up again at an auto speedway west of 
Albuquerque to also give away Bibles, tracts, 
pray with the drivers and engage people in 
conversation about Jesus. 
 The weather forecast was for stormy 
weather again. Good. That’s when Jesus 
seems to do His best work—and He did!

—Pastor	Don	and	Dorothy	Kimbro

Feature
The theme of Insider this month is built around the idea of “Being the Hands and Feet of Jesus”.  
As we approach Thanksgiving and Christmas, we felt it appropriate to share practical stories 
and articles that inspire and challenge us to be more like Jesus to the people around us.  A big 
“thank you” goes out to all who have shared their experiences within these pages!  We pray their 
testimonies of what God has done through them will encourage you to step out of your comfort 
zone for the Kingdom of God, because it has already made an impact on us!

—The Editorial Staff  (Jeremy & Barbara)



 It was not my first mission trip – my recent 
three weeks spent in the Philippines.  But it 
was the first trip where I experienced so much 
“hands on” ministry with believers – and 
unbelievers – across the Pacific Ocean.  I made 
new friends – and even had a chance to catch 
up with an old friend now living on Guam.  As 
anyone who has traveled overseas knows, the 
only difficulty with traveling is … traveling – 
the long hours spent both in the air and on the 
ground waiting between connecting flights.  
It took about 26 hours to get to Manila– and 
34 hours to get home (different flight paths 
and different connecting flights and different 
amounts of layover times).  Manila was only 
an intermediate stop to our ultimate destination 
- Tagbilaran City on the island of Bohol, 
Philippines – so that took extra time both going 
and coming.  But those long times give you 
space to pray and wonder what God will do, 
and be amazed at all that God has done while 
you were there.  Here are a few thoughts on 
being the “hands and feet” of Jesus on mission.  
 A pastor friend of mine (Ps. Jessie Bernido) 
asked me to go with him to help speak at a 
Pastor’s Conference with about 100 pastors 
attending!   Who me – speak to other pastors 
and ministry leaders?   Why did he ask me?  
And what was God planning that I didn’t know 
about?  But if you want to be the “hands and 
feet” of Jesus – you don’t question others’ 
motives or even your own.  You just say “Yes” 
to the Lord (Isaiah 6:8) – and let Him lead you!  
When you’re on “mission” with the Lord, you 
never know what to expect.  Just believe that 
He is with you (as He promised) – and leave 
the driving to Jesus!  He knows where you’re 
going and how to get there.
 I can’t describe how joyous the two days of 
the Conference were – for me and for everyone 
there.  I hadn’t had much time to prepare my 
four messages for the Conference theme of 
“Unceasing Fruitfulness” – but miraculously 
the Lord helped me prepare outlines for each 

message – on the day before the Conference!   
The lesson I learned is that if you submit 
and surrender yourself to the Lord – He will 
provide everything you need – just when you 
need it.

 

 Pastors serving “developing countries” 
want and appreciate visits from others who 
will pray for them and encourage them in 
their ministry work.  I learned that sharing 
others’ burdens (Gal 6:2) becomes a blessing 
for both of you – because it is really Jesus 
who is carrying you both!  (Mt 11:28-30)   
So part of my “hands on” ministry was to 
pray for and with other pastors – and what 
a blessing it was when they returned their 
prayers for me, and for my home in America.  
Truly humbling.
 The next Sunday morning (Sept. 16) was 
the 17th Anniversary celebration for Pastor 
Jessie’s original church, and I was asked 
to give the message.  What a blessing as I 
shared about the first church being started 
(Acts 2) and how personal sins and shame 
were reconciled through the power of the 
gospel in another 1st century church– the 
house church of Philemon in Colossae.
 What happened in the 1st century church 
is still happening all over the world!  Many 
lives were touched and there was a great time 
of prayer – especially for the young people 
– a “generation rising” to carry the gospel to 
their generation and to bring healing to their 
nation.  The message of God’s forgiveness 
in Christ is universal – all you need to do is 
share it with others and they will respond!   
God has prepared hearts to receive the 
message – He just needs you and me to give 
it!  It’s God’s message – and mission - for 
us to share where ever we are.  The Lord is 
just as present here in America as He is in the 
Philippines.  And we need to have the same 

attitude here as when we go overseas “on 
mission.” 
 Our schedule included visiting three 
high schools in Tagbilaran City. We were 
there officially to provide a message to the 
graduating seniors on “moral values and 
instruction.”  But how can you have true 
knowledge without knowing the Lord Jesus 
Christ?  The Bible says Christ is “the power 
of God and the wisdom of God.” (1Cor 
1:24)  The gospel applies to young and old 
alike – and the young are eager to hear and 
to receive more from God! 
 Every one of these students prayed a 
prayer to know and receive Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Savior.  Hearts were open 
to hear and to receive the gospel. All it 
required from us was to have the heart of 
Jesus – to love them enough to share the 
gospel. And the Lord did the rest.  (Rom 
10:13-14)  Do you love Jesus?  Do you love 
Him enough to share His love with others?  
That’s having the heart of Jesus – by simply 
sharing His love with others you become 
His ambassador bearing the message of 
salvation.  (2 Cor 5:20)

 We all need to be encouraged in the 
Lord – especially pastors.  A very special 
time for me was to minister to a group of 
pastors who have been meeting and praying 
with each other weekly for over 30 years 
- the Tagbilaran Evangelical Alliance of 
Ministers (TEAM – what a great concept 
for pastors working together!)    As pastors, 
we each have times of fear and doubt – even 
to doubt our calling from God.  We all need 
to recognize the differences between having 
“bad” fear versus having  “good” fear – for 
example, having the “fear of the Lord” 

Feature cont.
HANDS & HEARTS FOR THE LORD: 
Reflections on the Philippines Mission – 
by	Pastor	Steve	Bockemeier

“...leave the driving to Jesus!  He knows where you’re going and how to get 
there.” —Pastor Steve

“‘It is finished’. The most powerful words ever spoken. Jesus did it all, He paid 
the price. There is nothing left to do but spread His name, and spread His love.” 
—Leah Morford



(2Cor 5:11) and Jesus’ command “Do not 
fear” (Lk 12:7) knowing that He is always 
with us (Mt 28:20).  
 Do you want to be used of the Lord – to 
be His hands and feet to share the love of 
Jesus with others?  Then “Do not fear” – He 
wants to send you out.  Just say “Yes” and let 
the Lord do the work!  

Hallelujah – Praise the Lord!

CAMBODIA AND V!ETN@M
by	Leah	Morford

To my wonderful friends and family,
 Due to the sensitivity of certain locations, I will not be using 
anyone’s real names.  I hope to provide a few snapshots from my time 
in Asia as briefly as possible. 
 Cambodia was an absolutely beautiful place, yet suffers some 
of the most extreme circumstances I have ever seen with my own 
eyes. There was a mass genocide in the seventies that left this nation 
ravaged.  During the killings of the Khmer Rouge, ninety percent 
of all mature believers and church leaders lost their lives on this 
earth. What was left was a feeble and small church with virtually no 
resources. Families were left torn apart, children were left fatherless, 
and many had to flee from their homeland. On top of all that 
devestation, hopeless corruption rages in this nation. Sixty percent of 
Cambodia’s entire population has been a victim to the sex trafficking 
industry at least once in their life. Some people are maimed and sent 
to the streets to beg, as they bring in more money because they are 
disabled. Others are V!etn@mese refugees who are unable to return to 
their homeland, yet given no life in Cambodia.
 However, the situation in Cambodia is so much more than 
statistics... it is names and faces with real stories. I made a friend, 
named “Seth”. He works for a massage company to try and provide 
for his family because he lost his father when he was 14 years old. 
When Seth was 17, a man that he massaged took advantage of 
him and slept with him. Since that point, Seth has believed he is a 
homosexual and often times has to sell his body in order to make 
enough to provide for his family. Today, he is 19 years old. I saw 
him everyday for five days. He knew enough English to comunicate 
effectively with me. Everytime we talked I shared with him more 
about Jesus and all He had done for him. Seth confessed faith in 
Jesus, saying it was the hope he was looking for. 
 There was the woman, “Linda”, who lost her baby at 4 months 
pregnant. She didn’t, however, lose the baby to natural circumstances. 
She was held by one person while her abdomen was beaten by 
another person. Her baby was maliciously murdered while she was 
still pregnant. Linda told me and another person, “Everyday when 
I think about it I cry, and cry, and cry... it was so small”. Her heart 

was so broken. For Linda, we loved her as best as we knew how. We 
hugged her, prayed over her, and helped with some hospital bills. What 
can you do in the face of such grief but love with the heart of Jesus?
 “Ally” was a lady that I met near the river in Cambodia. She was 
a young mother of two children, struggling to provide. Her husband 
was an alcoholic and abusive. He left her to fend for herself, in a 
country that is so difficult to make a living. She is forced to sell things 
on the streets in hopes that she might bring in enough for her and her 
girls. I spent a few days getting to know Ally, just sitting with her 
and showing her she was worth my time. Ally already had a beautiful 
relationship with Jesus. She asked me to pray over her, as she had been 
experiencing some persistent pain in her head that wouldn’t go away. I 
laid hands on her and prayed. She said, “It is finished, there is no more 
pain”.
 “It is finished”. The most 
powerful words ever spoken. 
Jesus did it all, He paid the price. 
There is nothing left to do but 
spread His name, and spread 
His love. I will give my life for 
this, no matter the cost. I am 
also inviting you to join me on 
this grand endeavor. If you are 
interested in going to Africa, 
SE Asia, South America, or the 
Dominican Republic on a short 
term mission trip with Overland 
Missions please go visit: 
http://www.overlandmissions.
com/expeditions/.  (leah@
overlandmissions.com)
 Thank you so much for all of 
your love and support!

All my love in Jesus,
Leah Morford



Reviews
MOVIE

WHAT IF...
by Leslie Thwaits

Positive Elements:  
Faith, love, family, 
ministry, sacrifice 

Rating:  PG

 Fifteen years ago Ben Walker (Kevin Sorbo) had a choice to begin 
a ministry with his girlfriend Wendy (Kristy Swanson) or go into 
big business.  He chose big business and went on to be a successful 
businessman.  Ben’s life now consists of hostile company takeovers, a 
greedy fiancé, and a fancy new car.  When that car dies, an angelic tow 
driver, Mike (John Ratzenberger) gives Ben a lift, both literally and 
figuratively.
 Mike gives Ben the opportunity to see what his life would be like 
if he had answered God’s calling to be a minister.  That “what if” life 
includes being a minster in his hometown church, married to Wendy, 
and the father of two children.  Mike tells Ben he needs to fully 
sacrifice himself to this new life, and if he does, he will once again 
have the opportunity to make his choice.
 The movie is well-acted with well-defined characters.  Sorbo is 
believable as both a selfish businessman and as a man transitioning to 
his new life as a father, husband and minister.  Swanson’s Wendy is a 
gracious and loving wife, but a wife who does not let her husband get 
away with his odd and selfish behavior (as Ben acts in the beginning as 
he tries to adjust to his “new” life).  Ben and Wendy’s relationship is 
a positive and refreshing example of a marriage based in faith.  Their 
two children, Kimberly (Debby Ryan) and Megan (Taylor Groothius) 
are precocious and realistic, each learning from their father, and in turn 
teaching their father lessons of love and faith.
 This is a family movie about choices and sacrificing one’s one 
ego for God’s work, and it is done well, with a great deal of heart 
and charm.  And the true heart of the movie belongs with Mike.  
Ratzenberger brings humor to his character and in his interactions with 
Ben and others.  Even in delivering his tough, albeit truthful 
messages, he does it with charm and a twinkle in his eye.  

MOVIE

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA
by Leslie Thwaits

Positive Elements:  Tolerance, friendship, love 

Cautions:  A great deal of bathroom humor and sight gags, a few 
instances of a character saying “Holy rabies,” the story of how 
Dracula’s wife is killed can be intense, Dracula makes scary faces 
that could be upsetting to younger children, and the movie is about 
monsters, which could be scary for younger children.  

Rating:  PG

 What do monsters and humans have in common?  They both have 
an immense love for their children and an intense desire to keep them 

safe.  In the case of Count Dracula (Adam Sandler), he is so overcome 
with the desire to keep his daughter, Mavis (Selena Gomez) safe from 
terrifying humans that he builds an impenetrable castle in the middle 
of Transylvania that serves as a sanctuary for all of monster-kind.  
At Hotel Transylvania all types of monsters, from zombies, to 
Frankenstein, to werewolves can enjoy such luxuries as spa treatments 
and gourmet cockroach dinners, all safe from the prying eyes of evil 
humans.  This hotel remains human-free until Mavis’ 118th birthday, 
when a human hiker, Jonathan (Andy Samberg) stumbles into the 
hotel.  Dracula not only must keep his monster guests from realizing 
that Jonathan is a human, but must put a stop to Mavis and Jonathan’s 
budding romance.  
 The movie has a lot of fun with stereotypical human personalities 
filtered through monsters.  Among Dracula’s best friends are 
Frankenstein (Kevin James) and his nagging wife (Fran Drescher) 
who are so cheap, they travel by postal mail, and harried werewolf 
parents to a dozen werewolf pups, voiced by Steve Buscemi and Molly 
Shannon.  CeeLo Green voices the perpetual bachelor Mummy, while 
the Invisible Man (David Spade) rounds out Dracula’s monster posse.  
Jonathan’s interactions with the monsters and Mavis are cute and 
there is a great deal of heart to the movie.  Dracula genuinely loves his 
daughter and is willing to do whatever it takes to ensure her happiness.
 Like most Adam Sandler 
movies, the movie relies heavily 
on bathroom humor.  The werewolf 
puppies pee on the furniture, and 
there is a flatulence gag between 
Frankenstein and the Mummy.  As 
a movie about monsters, there is 
a great deal of gross out humor, 
especially with the character of 
Quasimodo (Jon Lovitz), as a cook 
with a craving for human.  The kids 
will find this bathroom and gross 
out humor hilarious, and parents 
will likely grow weary of the humor 
after awhile.  Overall, the movie is 
lighthearted, if forgettable, fun.

Leslie Thwaits

ABOUT THE MOVIE REVIEWER
Leslie Thwaits is a native of New 
Mexico, who has been attending 
Heights Christian Church for the 
past three months, and is currently 
participating in our New Members 
Class and becoming a member. She 
has a passion for movies, and luckily, 
lots of free time to indulge in her 
passion. The rest of her time is spent 
as a Senior Technical Writer for a 
federal government contractor (don’t 
ask her what she works on, because 
she can’t really tell you).  She is also 
T.J. Ahlgrim’s favorite sister.



White Fang
by	Jack	London
 A classic... many of us are exposed to 
these stories that have withstood the test of 
time in our school days.  Most of the time, 
it is a struggle for young people to grasp the 
significance of these books.  So after a long 
hiatus, I have made a conscious effort to 
return to the books that my teachers urged me 
to read.  This year, these books have included 
works from Fyodor Dostoevsky, Charles 
Dickens, Victor Hugo, and Jack London.
I have fond memories of reading some short 
stories of Jack London especially, “To Build 
A Fire.”  I don’t remember reading one of 
his major works, so I found White Fang and 
decided to give it a try.  
 White Fang goes against London’s typical 
“nature vs. nurture” model (set forth in “To 
Build a Fire” and “The Call of the Wild”), 
and instead puts redemption in the way of 
social Darwinism.  In short, the protagonist (a 
dog of course) finds salvation in civilization, 
mediated by his master.  Christian motifs 
abound, and I’m not sure you can escape 
them with lines like, “It was the beginning 
of the end for White Fang - the ending of 
the old life and the reign of hate.  A new and 
incomprehensibly fairer life was dawning...
on the part of White Fang it required nothing 
less than a revolution.”  
 The plot was 
simple, but this is 
a minor fault in 
comparison to the 
moving language and 
power of London’s 
prose. I would 
recommend this novel 
to men who miss 
the adventure of an 
outdoor life. Reading 
London makes me 
want to move to Alaska, I’m just sayin.

—Pastor Mark Scales

Apologetics/Outreach

“This expression of 
abandon and surrender, 
of absolute trust, 
he reserved for 
the master alone.”
—Jack London, White Fang

Reviews cont. A Basic Recipe for Outreach
by	Pastor	Jeremy	Bannister
 I received a degree in Bible College for 
Youth Ministry.  I’ve taught numerous classes 
to youth, adults and even leaders over the 
years.  I have served as a pastor in this church 
for over 10 years.  I have gone to more 
seminars, more classes, read more books 
and magazines and visited more websites 
concerning effective outreach than I would 
ever be able to list in the length of this article.
 I could tell you about all the latest trends.  
Because to hear it from the “experts”, there 
are a bazillion different ways we “should” be 
reaching out in the name of Jesus.
—“It’s	about	amazing	teaching,	coupled	with	
great	worship.”
—“It’s	about	the	use	of	the	most	up	to	date	
technology	within	the	context	of	church.”
—“It’s	about	a	great	children’s	or	youth		
ministry	that	draw	families	in.”
—“It’s	about	providing	lots	of	conferences		
and	concerts	so	we	can	reach	out	to	the	
community.”
—“It’s	about	having	amazing	small	groups	
within	the	church	as	a	vehicle	for	outreach.”	
—“It’s	about…”		Well,	I	am	sure	that	you	can	
fill	in	the	blank.
 I’ve heard all of those things…and many, 
many more.  However, the more mature I 
have become in the faith, the less convinced I 
am at the necessity of any of these things.
 To be sure, I want us to have great worship, 
an awesome youth and children’s program, 
incredible experiences with missions, 
passionate small groups, and effective 
ministry minded service to our community 
using, when appropriate, all the latest 
bells and whistles technology has to offer.  
However, we must realize that all of these 
areas only deal with the presentation of our 
calling to spread the gospel of Christ.
 In our “image is everything” society, I 
am afraid that we can mistake style for 
substance.  As a result, we can fool ourselves 
into believing that there is so much that we 
need to do to have an effective outreach for 
the Kingdom of God that we are unqualified 
or even embarrassed at how little we have to 
offer.  Many of us have convinced ourselves 
that we have to know more, plan more, 
prepare more, be on the cutting edge more, 
just to be able to outreach effectively for the 
cause of Christ.
 And I believe that is a lie.
 A quick study on “The Woman at the Well” 
found in John 4:1-42 reveals the two essential 
ingredients we need as believers for effective 

outreach.  In this passage, Jesus reveals 
Himself to a Samaritan woman and during 
the conversation exposes her need for a 
Savior.  It is her reaction to this revelation 
that we should really be focused on.
 “Come, see a man who told me 
everything I ever did.  Could this be the 
Christ?”  John 4:29
 The first thing that she does is that she 
leaves Jesus and goes and tells everyone 
to check this out.  Notice what she doesn’t 
have.  She doesn’t have all the answers.  
She hasn’t memorized the four spiritual 
laws, learned the Roman road, or maybe 
even fully understood that Jesus is God 
in the flesh.  She is simply convinced that 
Jesus is the Christ and wants to tell others.  
 The second thing is that she brings these 
people to a place where they can find out 
about Jesus.  She urges them to check 
it out for themselves…and they come!  
They show up before Jesus and see for 
themselves whether or not what He says 
about Himself is the truth and they walk 
away convinced.
 They said to the woman, “We no longer 
believe just because of what you said; 
now we have heard for ourselves, and we 
know that this man really is the Savior of 
the world.”  John 4:42
 And that’s all we need to do.  Period.  
This uneducated Samaritan woman did 
more outreach is this short period of time 
than many of us have done in our entire 
lives because of these two simple truths.  
 We need to become a people convinced 
enough that Jesus is the answer that we 
lead everyone we can to a place where we 
have confidence that the gospel of Christ 
will be proclaimed.
 The co-worker with the struggling 
marriage, the single mom without support 
to make ends meet, the drug addict, the 
man or woman struggling with sexual 
sin, those whom we know who seem to 
have no purpose in life don’t need more 
technology, greater programs, awesome 
service projects, a dynamic small group 
ministry or a conference designed for their 
demographic.  They need Jesus.  They 
need to go somewhere that they can hear 
about Him and what He has done for 
them.
 Might I humbly suggest that our greatest 
outreach opportunity may lie in simply 
inviting people to church on Sunday where 
we know the gospel is preached...knowing 
that Jesus is all they truly need.         

—Pastor	Jeremy	Bannister



Insider Reaction
A Different 
Perspective
by	Roger	Nagel
    As a member of our 
church since 1997, I 
must confess, the need 
for such a high quality 
magazine such as 
“insider” was lost on 

me.  It may not cost much to produce and 
distribute, but I’m sure it takes time to do 
so well.  As I read the contents of the first 
and special edition it became apparent to me 
that “insider” clearly has potential for a new 
forum for our members to express, inquire, 
share, inform and entertain.
 Then I read the feature article.  I was 
disturbed to read the “rest in peace” 
caption.  Professionally speaking, I could be 
considered a “statistics junkie.”  Documented 
historical trends mean a great deal to me and 
my professional practice as an accountant 
and advisor to households, businesses and 
non-profit organizations.  But, from my years 
in church leadership, I would kindly suggest 
a slightly different view on where we are in 
the “church lifecycle.”  
 My time on the elder board (2000 – 2005) 
was difficult for me, and many others.  
The leadership at the time was assertively 

Great Job!
by	Karen	Greene
    Great job on the “Insider”!  
I already gave a copy to my 
next door neighbor!  I am 
praying her husband sees 
it lying around and reads it 
as he is adamant he won’t 
come to church or to LIFE 

group on Tuesdays with her.  I was a member 
of many “mega-churches” growing up and this 
publication looks like something you would see 
out on the information desk at Second Baptist 
Houston, who has 20,000 members.  I can’t 
believe you put this together yourself!  It’s high 
quality, a good variety of information and every 
article kept my attention.  I loved the “church 
lifecycle” chart included as I am a highly visual 
person.
 Thank you again for asking to use my 
testimony in the 1st edition.  It’s so beautiful 
with the hi- gloss paper and photos.  I am 
praying it touches someone that needs to hear it.  
As an aside, I just wanted to mention that it is 
always okay to give my contact information to 
any woman that might be struggling or want to 
contact me regarding my testimony.
 Love in Christ, Karen

embracing change at a significant rate.  
We had pastor changes.  We had recently 
recommitted to developing a vibrant youth 
ministry.  Key staff positions were being 
redefined.  Membership activities were 
low and consequently we struggled to pay 
our debts as they came due.  With regards 
to that church lifecycle, we were already 
in the process of being “reborn.”  Without 
much fanfare, we said goodbye to the 
first generation and hello to the next, an 
overlapping time line, so to speak.  Today, 
in my humble opinion, our church may be 
described as an aging adolescent or maybe, 
just now “re-coming” of age as an adult, in 
our second generation.
 But, does it really matter where we stack up 
on a chart?  I think it does.
 We have made an impact.  Our outreach 
in town continues and the mission activities 
rekindled ten years ago have brought us a 
reputation of “small, but mighty.”  We have 
a stable economic base, and it is improving 
each year through education and discipline. 
Our current leadership is younger and 
enthusiastic and free (and willing) to try new 
things, like the video series; “What’s next?”  
The support and encouragement of Amistad 
Cristiana by our whole body is a great 
reflection of maturity reborn full cycle.

Youthful 
Exuberance!
by	Leslie	Thwaits
   I finally was able to 
read the first issue of the 
Insider. Great job!
   I thoroughly enjoyed 
Karen’s testimony, as 
well as the movie and 
book reviews. (I’m 

looking forward to reading the books he 
[Pastor Mark] suggested).
 I enjoyed Jeremy’s feature on the next 50 
years and his challenge to encourage new 
media outlets to encourage involvement 
by the younger generations. To that end, 
what about having a section of the Insider 

be dedicated to featured 
articles, reviews, or other 
types of writing from the 
youth of the church? Or if 
not a dedicated section each 
issue, maybe an entire issue 
at some point done by the 
youth members? Obviously 
with editorial supervision. 
:)
 Also, I thoroughly 
enjoyed the Q & A session 
that Pastor Jeremy led a 
few weeks ago.  Perhaps a 
similar feature every once 
in a while for the Insider? 
 Fantastic job to all of you 
guys!

“...this publication looks like something you 
would see out on the information desk at Second 
Baptist Houston, who has 20,000 members.  I 
can’t believe you put this together yourself!”

	 	 									Leave	us	a	comment	on	an	article	
that	impacted	you!		Send	any	comments	to	bscales@
heightschristian.org	with	“Insider	comments”	on	the	subject	
line	of	your	email.		We	would	love	to	hear	from	you!


