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Issue #4  March/April 2013
in•sid•er
   [in-sahy-der] 
noun
1.	 a	person	who	is	a	member	of	a	group,	organization,	
society,	etc.

2.	 a	person	belonging	to	a	limited	circle	of	persons	who	
understand	the	actual	facts	in	a	situation	or	share	
private	knowledge.

insider

The Insider is a bi-monthly magazine produced by the body 
of Heights Christian Church.  As such, we encourage our 
members to submit articles for the purpose of Christian 
instruction, challenge & edification on the following topics:  
Current Events & Issues, Book, Movie & Music Reviews, 
Hospitality, Fellowship, Christian Art & Humor, Parenting, 
Finances, Youth & Children, Apologetics, Practical 
Theology, Outreach and Testimonies.

Articles for review can be submitted to bscales@
heightschristian.org.  Please title all such emails with the 
subject “Insider” and the topic the article is about.  All 
articles reviewed must be approved by the editors before 
publication.  Please note that articles may be edited for 
content or space consideration.  Submitted articles may not 
necessarily appear in the following published magazine, but 
may be archived for future use as themes for each magazine 
are determined.

Our Mission
The purpose of the Heights Christian Church 
Insider is to provide stories from the inside 

perspective of the Christian worldview.  Our 
goal is to help encourage, edify and equip the 
body of Christ on a myriad of different subjects 
that we face in our day to day lives so that we 
may better shine the light of Christ to the world 

through our words, actions and knowledge.

About the Cover
Matthew 18:20 states “where two or three come 
together in my name, there am I with them.”  The 

people in the picture are all separated slightly as 
life tends to do to us all.  But, they still come to the 

one place they know in their heart they can find 
others that pray and feel closer to The Lord. 

 —T.J. Ahlgrim
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 How many times have we asked God to supply our 
needs and he gives us more than we could ever imagine. 
The story I have for you is another example of God 
supplying more than I could think of to ask for. This 
happened while Pastor Mark and I were on a mission trip 
to the jungles of Ecuador.
 Julia, a American missionary in Maderos, Ecuador, was 
in need of supplying her own food while in the jungle. 
Going down the street to the market was not an easy 
option. She decided she would grow a garden that would 
allow her to live somewhat independently of the “hard to 
get to” food markets.
 During a visit to a major city in the area, Lumbaqui, we 
picked up hardware supplies for her and asked around for 
a store that could supply Julia with starter plants, since 
she was concerned that the seeds she had would be 
eaten by the chickens.
 We were directed to a place that looked like a retail 
plant nursery but in actuality it was a government 
project that was raising indigenous plants to help train 
people in the community in growing native plants and 
not bringing in other vegetables and fruits into the 
area.  The advantages to these plants were they could 
supply food to the community and many of them, if 
used correctly, had medicinal use.
 The man we met at this government nursery was 
named Charlie (Carlos). We spent almost 2 hours with 
this man and I watched a miracle unfold. We were 
in search of plants for Julia to use for herself, but 
God had a bigger plan. At the end of the day we had 
established a relationship with Charlie, a agriculture 
expert with 40 years of experience, who was willing to 
partner with Elohim and Julia to utilize the nursery as 
a place for them to get advice and counsel on growing 
fruit and medicinal plants that could be used for the 
people of Maderos and Sardines, both of which have 
no medical facility. In addition the project would 

ECUADOR
by	Sam	Hatchell

give the training and plants to the people 
of Maderos and Sardines to have their own 
gardens and sustain themselves. In addition, 
to that Santiago was able to get a vision for 
building a traditional house with a thatch roof 
for the dinner area that Elohim wants to build 
in Maderos.  And Charlie, of course, had the 
connections and resources that could help in 
this endeavor. Charlie offered his services not 
only for Julia, but also for short-term mission 
teams to come and learn all the interesting 
facts and practices that come with having these 
indigenous plants. The short-term mission 
teams will also be able to help Elohim and 
Julia by working at the nursery for exchange of 
Charlie’s services.  Finally, the public official 
who oversees this project, Charlie’s  boss, we 
discovered, is an acquaintance of Alejandro 
Mejia, the director of Elohim.
 We went to look for plants, and God gave 
us so much more. Amazing.”

Pastor Mark, Sam Hatchell and Julia Wofford with the children
 at Sardines. 

(Left to Right) Santiago Mejia, Santiago Parreno, Julia Wofford and 
Sam Hatchell eating dinner after a long day’s work in Sardines. 

Pastor Mark, Santiago and Julia shoveling dirt to make concrete for 
the newly constructed bathroom.
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 Let me begin by saying this:  We are going forth into a society that we might not be 
prepared for.  There is no school on Earth that can prepare us for what is coming for the 
Church of Jesus Christ.  We are facing a society like no other in the history of this country.  
Never before have I consistently read such saddening headlines, depressing news, and 
hopeless predictions for America and the World.  It seems like a world war or at least a 
catastrophe is eminent.  Our government, which should serve the people, has now reversed 
the roles.  We are now subservient to our government.  We have rogue officials at every level 
of government.  Stories of our leaders caught up in scandal is quite the norm these days; not 
to mention abortion and countries that want to wipe other countries off the face of the Earth 
via nuclear arms.
 All of the above is not to scare you or make you fearful, but to prepare you for today and 
the future.  In light of all of this, how will it affect the Church?  Time will tell, but we must 
prepare now.  Take heart and be encouraged.  Why?  Because for us (as Christians), we can 
be certain of one thing.  The Bible has proven to be absolutely and perfectly dependable.  
We can trust it; and when it says Jesus will have the final victory and the Church will not be 
overcome – BELIEVE IT and fear not!  Yet, how do we go about 
cooperating with God (as His tools) to secure the victory?  What 
should be our activities in the meantime?
 There are many, the Bible teaches:  teaching, preaching, 
evangelism, etc.  But the one activity I would like to zero in on 
is PRAYER.  When we look to the Bible for the perfect example 
of a prayer life, we need to look immediately to our Master, Jesus.  
Did Jesus have a prayer life?  I should say so.  As you read this 
article, please take out your Bible and turn to three passages and 
read them.  They are as follows:  Mark 1:35, Luke 5:15-16, 6:12.  
In Mark, the scripture tells us, “Jesus awoke a long while before 
daylight and found a solitary place to pray”.  In Luke 5:15-16, it 
tells us that even when He was being pressed by the crowds, He 
“slipped away” to the wilderness and prayed.  In Luke 6:12, it tells 
us He even prayed through the entire night!  Why?  Why was prayer so important to Jesus?  
There are several reasons, but one I would like to site is that it was imperative for Him to 
keep open the “lines of communication” between Him and the Father.  Jesus said that He did 
only those things that please the Father.  How else could He know the will of the Father if He 
did not constantly keep open the lines of communication, if He did not pray?  Intimacy with 
the Father was essential in the life and ministry of Jesus.  Prayer was the vehicle.
 On the night of His arrest, Jesus questioned His disciples (as they slept).  He lamented and 
asked, “Could you not pray with me for one hour?”  Even at this time, Jesus sought company 
to be with Him and to join with Him in prayer.

 It is here that I would like to direct you to 
the real point of this article; that is the need 
for corporate prayer.  The idea that the entire 
Body of the Church come together at a specific 
time and place to simply pray.  No teaching, no 
worship but to only pray and cry out to God as 
one Body.  The idea of corporate prayer begins 
in the Old Testament, even as far back as the 
book of Genesis.  Genesis 4:26 reads, “at that 
time people began to call on the name of the 
Lord.”  This was the beginning of corporate 
religion.  (Genesis is referred to as the book 
of “firsts” or “beginnings”.)  Some have 
maintained that prayer is the most essential 
thing found in the Bible, along with faith in 
God.  However prayer is the gage by which 
faith is measured or demonstrated.  It is a 
display of our trust, reliance, and dependence 

upon God.  Without these 
three things we are operating 
in our own strength.   The 
passage in Genesis (Gen. 
4:26) shows us that prayer 
and reliance on God are 
instinctive.  At the time, there 
was no Bible, no churches, 
Abraham had not been born, 
there were no Jewish people, 
the Law had not been given, 
not tabernacle.  Yet people 
instinctively turned to God 

and began to petition Him for their needs.  
Moses in Deuteronomy 4:7 brags to the nation 
as a whole, “For what great nation is there that 
has a God so near to it as is the Lord our God 
whenever we call on Him”.  (Note the “our” 
and “we”.)  
 God is the INITIATOR.  He does the inviting 
to meet and pray to Him.  He allows us to find 
ourselves in sticky situations and of course 
sometimes fiery trials, but we are all familiar 

Feature

The Need for Corporate Prayer
by	Ben	Miramon

 
The Bible has proven to 
be absolutely and perfectly 
dependable.  We can trust 
it; and when it says Jesus 
will have the final victory 
and the Church will not be 
overcome – BELIEVE IT 
and fear not!
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Pray Without Ceasing
by	Holly	Holloman

   I love when I am 
approached by an 
individual seeking 
guidance in their 
lives.  It is the best 
opportunity to pray 
with them and prayer 
is so important in my 
life.  You see, prayer 
is what connects me 
to my Lord and Savior 

and His will for my life.  Yes, the Bible is the 
owner’s manual where I turn to as well, but 
coming before God and intentionally seeking 
His will for our lives is something we should 
strive to do every waking moment.
 I am by no means proficient at this.  I try 
my best but I often fail as I go about my day.  
However, when it comes to those life changing 
decisions, I always seek His will.  When I am 

with Jeremiah 33:3, “Call to me and I will answer you and I will tell you great and mighty things 
which you do not know”.  “Great and mighty things”, WOW!  What a promise from our God.  
Our responsibility is to “call” upon Him.  Our God is a prayer-answering God.
 As many of you know, I am currently leading a Sunday School class.  We are studying the 
“Seven Feasts of the Lord”.  (Passover, Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, Weeks, Trumpets, 
Atonement, and Tabernacles)  It is turning out to be a wonderful study.  One thing that I learned 
immediately, and it may initially sound insignificant, but trust me it is not, is that these Feasts 
were initiated by the Lord Himself.  (See Leviticus 23:4)  “These are the Feasts of the Lord, holy 
convocations which you should proclaim at their appointed times.”  Other religions have their 
feasts, but the difference is that they are “man-made”.  The scripture is clear.  These Feasts are of 
the Lord.  He calls them “holy convocations”.  A convocation (according to the dictionary) is “a 
group (or clerical group) of people assembled together by summons”.  God called, or summoned, 
this group together.  Why is this important?  Because it once again demonstrates God reaching 
out to His people to meet with Him. 
 In the New Testament, the theme of this “intercessory prayer” is also found.  To “intercede” is 
to “plead on another’s behalf”.  This is what we do when we come together and pray.  We come 
together to pray for various ministries within our church and Country.  Consider the following 
passages:

I Timothy 2:1-4, “FIRST	of	all,	I	urge	that	entreaties	and	prayers,	petitions	and	thanksgivings	
be	made	on	behalf	of	all	men,	for	kings	and	all	who	are	in	authority,	so	that	we	may	lead	a	
tranquil	and	quiet	life	in	all	goodness	and	dignity.		This	is	good	and	acceptable	in	the	sight	of	
God	our	Savior…”

Colossians 1:3-4, “We	have	thanks	to	God	the	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	praying	for	
you	always,	since	we	heard	of	your	faith	in	Christ	Jesus	and	the	love	you	have	for	all	the	
saints…”

Acts 2:42, “They	were	continually	devoting	themselves	to	the	apostles	teaching	and	to	
fellowship,	to	the	breaking	of	bread	and	to	prayer…”

 If the invitation to intercessory prayer is so plainly taught in both the Old Testament and New 
Testament, and it is by God’s invitation, why would we ignore such an important ministry?  Yet, 
many churches do.
 There are many great ministries in this Country, and the leaders of these ministries have been 
questioned as to why they are successful.  Their answer is that prayer is the pre-eminent ministry 
in their church.  I can testify myself that I was involved in one of these success stories, and a 
requirement to be involved in any ministry is that you attend corporate prayer services.  I am not 
suggesting that Heights Christian Church become like other churches.  We at Heights Christian 
Church have our own unique personality and that should be maintained, not changed.  We need 
only to continue to strive to be a “House of Prayer”.  I believe that more abundant blessings await 
us as we seek God’s will, might, and power through the avenue of prayer.
 Thank God for the ministries of Heights Christian Church, and I believe “the best is yet to 
come”!

approached I usually say let’s pray about 
it.  I try to suggest we pray about it for 
a few days before any decision is made.  
Once the prayers have been said and if an 
answer is still not clear I say, “Let God 
decide, flip a coin.”  It is usually at this 
point I get the deer in the headlights look 
from the individual.  In my opinion this an 
act of total submission to God for His will 
on our life.  
 Sometimes in our quest for a decision 
we can overlook that which is right in 
front of us.  We can have people come 
before us and because they are not saying, 
“Thus sayth the Lord” we fail to hear what 
God is trying to tell us.  We can have clear 
signs God is sending and we just don’t see 
them.  A lot of times we have eyes that 
don’t see and ears that don’t hear because 
we are too overwhelmed by our anxiety 
of what God’s answer will be.  Yes, our 
loved ones die even after we pray for them 

not to.  Yes, we lose that job, have to watch our 
children struggle, or remain in that job, at that 
company that brings so much strife into your 
life.
 You see if we are praying about God’s 
direction in our life we have to be willing to 
do what He asks of us.  If we are praying for a 
blessing, we have to be willing to accept how 
He answers it.  His answers do not look like 
how we envisioned because God always knows 
what is in our best interest or the best interest 
of who we are praying for.  Here’s another 
thing, just because we can’t see how God has 
answered it, does not mean He didn’t.  Just 
trust in whom He is and that He knows what’s 
best.  It will always be in God’s time, in God’s 
way, for His Glory.  

“Rejoice	always,	pray	continually,	
give	thanks	in	all	circumstances;	
for	this	is	God’s	will	for	you	

in	Christ	Jesus.”	
—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Ben	Miramon	became	a	member	of	Heights	
Christian	Church,	as	a	young	man,	in	
the	early	years	of	the	church,	from	1974	
through	1978.	It	is	here	that	Ben	met	his	
Lord	and	Saviour.		Ben	left	the	church	and	
became	the	Singles	Minister	at	Calvary	
Chapel.	Ben	and	Gayleen	were	married	
in	1994.	They	rejoined	H.C.C.	and	placed	
their	membership	again	with	us	in	2007.
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Reviews

MOVIE

THE HOBBIT...
by Leslie Thwaits

Positive Elements:  Perseverance, courage, friendship, loyalty
Cautions:  Several scenes of battles and violence, including dismemberment, magic, drinking
Rating:  PG-13  /  Movie Grade:  A-

 J.R.R. Tolkien’s classic, “The Hobbit,” is brought to adventurous life on the big screen with some creative license by director Peter Jackson.  
Set 60 years before the epic adventure of his nephew, Frodo Baggins and friends in the “Lord of the Rings” trilogy, the hobbit in question is 
Bilbo Baggins (Martin Freeman) who journeys with a myriad of dwarves and one wizard to reclaim the dwarves’ stolen home.  Like the prequel 
that it is, this tale is younger, more boisterous and less dark than the trilogy that it precedes. 
 Gandalf the Grey (Ian McKellen) comes to visit the hobbit Bilbo in the Shire, who is living comfortably in his quaint home of Bag’s End.  In 
response to Gandalf’s question on his thoughts on adventures, Bilbo replies that adventures are, “nasty, disturbing, uncomfortable things,” that 
“make you late for dinner.”  Thus, it is with great reluctance but a certain excitement that he joins the band of dwarves led by Thorin (Richard 
Armitage), the dwarf king to reclaim Erebor, the city under the mountain that has been taken over by Smaug, an evil dragon.  As the adventure 
unfolds, the hobbit uses his quick wit to outsmart orcs, goblins, trolls and a certain creature named Gollum who owns a “precious” ring.  Along 
the way, Bilbo learns what it means to be a hero and to be comfortable with his own gifts.
 As in his previous forays into Middle Earth, Jackson is exceptional at creating a believable, gorgeous world filled with magical beings.  
The visuals throughout the movie, from the elves’ home of Rivendell to Erebor are nothing less than stunning, and the attention to detail 
is impeccable.  The boisterous band of dwarves are too many to name, but add a youthful charm and exuberance to the movie, a nice 
counterbalance to the proud and distant Thorin.  Freeman embodies Bilbo with the 
right mix of uncertainty and loving heroism, and his interaction with Gollum is the 
highlight of the movie.
 However, Jackson does use creative license in this version of the classic story.  
There is a great deal more violence in the movie that is missing from the book, in 
particular two battle scenes that are reminiscent of his previous work in the “Two 
Towers” movie.  As this movie clocks in at two and a half hours, and the quest is not 
even halfway achieved, Jackson’s decision to turn the story into three separate movies 
is questionable.  But it is two and a half hours of epic fun and adventure, that makes 
this unexpected journey a delightful one.
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BOOK
Handle With Prayer
by	Charles	Stanley
    If you are like me, you see books on prayer at the 
bookstore and you move on. “I already pray, I know it 
is important so why do I need to read another book on 
prayer.” You say, as you look for books on something more 
exciting and less basic. I almost did that with the book, 
Handle With Prayer by Charles Stanley. I’m glad I didn’t 
pass this book up.  It is an excellent, biblical, easy to read 
book covering various aspects of prayer. I can honesty say 
that this book has taken my prayer life to the next level.

    In this book, Dr. Stanley explains why prayers aren’t answered, how to pray in the 
will of God and prayer warfare. The chapter on praying and fasting is probably the 
most comprehensive description on this subject that I have ever found. That chapter 
alone is worth the cost of the book. The chapter titled, A Prayer Burden, presented 
ideas new to me. When we pray without a burden, we pray repetitiously and with little 
energy. Stanley says “praying with a burden is probably the most neglected aspect 
of prayer.” He says “When God lays a burden on our hearts and we follow up with it 
faithfully, it is as good as done.” 
 Handle With Prayer is a definitive guide to the power and practice of prayer. This 
modern-day classic is a must-read for anyone craving a rich, intimate prayer life that 
produces results. God longs to communicate with His children. He desires to move in 
our lives, help us through difficulties, and unveil the unseen. Yet few of us would claim 
to have a satisfying prayer life. So why is it that so many Christians struggle to open 
God’s precious gift of prayer? That is where this book is helpful.
 This revised and refreshed edition from David C. Cook features new artwork, an 
enhanced study guide, and updated content to connect with today’s readers. Originally 
written in 1982, and with over 250,000 copies sold, Handle With Prayer continues to 
inspire believers, like me, to revive their time of prayer with God.

MOVIE

WRECK IT RALPH
by Leslie Thwaits

Positive Elements:  Self-confidence, friendship , 
heroism, self-sacrifice
Cautions:  Bathroom humor, giant Cy-bugs and 
one video game that could be scary for younger 
children, “bad guys” include zombies, and Satan 
(he prefers to be called “Sat-teen) , mild violence
Rating:  PG  /  Movie Grade: A

    “Wreck-it Ralph” provides real-world heart 
and nostalgic fun set in the animated world 
of arcade games.  Ralph (John C. Reilly) is 
the villain of the “Fix-it Felix Junior” game, 
whose job is to wreck buildings so that the good 
guy, Fix-it Felix (Jack McBrayer), can fix the 
buildings.  While Ralph is great at his job, with 
his 634-pound frame and giant hands, after 
30-years, he’s tired of Fix-it Felix getting all the 
accolades.  Just once, Ralph commiserates at 
the local Bad-Anon meeting, he wants to be the 
hero, and he wants to have friends, instead of 
being feared by a myriad of arcade characters.  
His fellow members of Bad-Anon (including a 
ghost from “Pac Man”, and several bad guys and 
girls from “Mortal Kombat”) assure Ralph that 
he may be a bad guy, but that does not mean he 
is a bad guy.
 Ralph does not buy into the Bad-Anon 
mantra, and sets out on a quest to prove that he is 
more a hero than what his code says.  He begins 
to jump games and his first stop is “Hero’s 
Duty”, a much newer game that features a tough 
female Sergeant Calhoun (Jane Lynch), “whose 
back story is one of the saddest ever generated.”  
After creating havoc in “Hero’s Duty”, Ralph, 
along with a nasty Cy-bug (a bug that doesn’t 
know it’s a video character and therefore acts 
like a virus) ends up in “Sugar Rush”, a racing 
arcade game set in a confectionary landscape.  
While there, Ralph meets plucky racer Vanellope 
von Schweetz (Sarah Silverman) who is dealing 
with her own character crisis. Vanellope has 
a glitch in her programming that like Ralph 
makes her an outsider.  Pursued by well-meaning 
Fix-it Felix and Sergeant Calhoun, and facing 
a number of video challenges, Vanellope and 
Ralph team up to prove to the world they are 
both heroes.  Along the way the two develop a 
touching friendship and learn what it means to 
embrace one’s glitches.  

BOOK
Lost Worlds Trilogy
by	John	K.	Reed
 If you like historical fiction, John K. Reed’s Lost Worlds Trilogy is a 
must.  Better still, this trilogy is Biblical, Historical Fiction based on biblical 
and archeological scholarship.  Reed, the author, earned a Ph.D. in geology, 
is on the board of the Creation Research Society, and is the geology editor for 
the Creation Research Society Quarterly.  The books are: The Coming Wrath 
(centered around the pre-Flood world), Mabbul (centered around the Flood), 
and Mystery of Lawlessness (centered around post-Flood, Tower of Babel).  
The main character in all three novels is a fictitious character, Madrazi, 
Shem’s wife. A quick summary:
 The Coming Wrath - The earth as it was before the world-wide flood 
destroyed the face of the planet.  In this book, you will confront the problem 
of evil, and the core of evil that is rooted in your own heart.  You will 
experience the tsunami nightmare of the beautiful Madrazi, the hammering 
sounds of ark construction, and one-on-one combat.  Be with Madrazi as she 
meets the Creator in the depths of her soul.
  Mabbul - Mabbul is the Hebrew word for flood.  It continues the story 
of Madrazi, from her entrance into the great ark, through the terrible year 
of the Flood, and up to her final exit from the ship that preserved life from 
God’s judgment.  In an intensely personal spiritual journey, Madrazi finds 
that where good glows, evil also grows, and lines are drawn for the coming 
confrontations in the new world.
 Mystery of Lawlessness - the third and final book picks up the story of 
mankind after the Flood. As men replenish the earth, sin once more rears its 
ugly head and disobedience marks most.  Amid the growing evil a faithful 
few labor to follow God’s commands and to face and defeat evil; first in their 
own hearts and then in their diverging cultures.  In doing so, they learn of 
the mystery of lawlessness and the greater mystery of God’s saving love to 
slaves of sin.
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I loved this 3rd edition of the Insider!  I really 
enjoyed hearing from different people... Dottie, 
Tori,  Jonathan and Karen Huff.   I feel so 
much more “connected” to the Body of Christ 
through reading their thoughts, perspective, 
testimonies, etc.   Loved the “staff picks” too!  
Such a creative touch and an encouragement and 
challenge to grow in so many different areas of 
our faith and walk.  I always look forward to 
Leslie’s movie review and 
Pastor Mark’s book review.  
Thank you for this ministry.

	 													Leave	us	a	comment	on	an	article	that	impacted	you!		Send	
any	comments	to	bscales@heightschristian.org	with	“Insider	Reaction”	on	the	
subject	line	of	your	email.		We	would	love	to	hear	from	you!

Why I love the Insider?  Well for starters how 
many churches have their own magazine?  I love 
that it is innovative.  I love that it is an expression 
of the love and passion for Christ that our church 
body emanates.  I love that it is something easily 
shared, even to someone who might be skeptical.  
It makes me think how can I contribute; not only 
to the magazine but to growing the Kingdom of 
God. 

How To Witness To A Closed Minded Person
by	Ray	Comfort at	LivingWaters.com
 You are about to share the gospel with someone, and he says, “I 
don’t believe in God or the Bible, it’s all bogus.” If you think it’s the 
end of the conversation, I have some good news for you. I have found 
a key that unlocks a door that has just been slammed in your face. This 
key works. I know, because I have used it a thousand times.
 Before we look at the key, let’s establish what we want to achieve 
(this is important, because our theology will dictate our methodology). 
If we believe that people can be saved by making a decision, then 
our agenda will be to get decisions for Christ. But if we believe 
that salvation is a work of God from beginning to end, we will be 
guided by that conviction. I believe that we have as much to do with 
someone’s salvation as we do in making a tree. All we can do is plant 
the seed, and make sure it’s watered. It is God who makes the tree 
grow. So my aim is simply to plant the seed of the Word of God in the 
prepared soil of the human heart. Paul said, “I have planted, Apollos 
watered; but God gave the increase” (1 Corinthians 3:6). 
 Now, let’s get back to the key that opens a closed door. 
 I approach a stranger and say a warm, “Good morning.” 
 He gives a friendly response, so as I hand him a gospel tract I ask, 
“Did you get your trillion? I’m trying to fix the economy.” I then 
ask, “What’s your name?” and introduce myself. I say, “John, that’s a 
gospel tract. What do you think happens after someone dies — do you 
think that there is an afterlife?” 
 He says, “No. There’s not. I don’t believe in God or the Bible. It’s all 
bogus.” 
 The door is closed, so most of us at this point would probably say, 
“Okay then. It’s nice to meet you. Goodbye.”
 Here now is the key that unlocks the closed door. 
 I simply say, “I know that you don’t believe in those things, but if 
Heaven does exist, will you make it in — are you a good person?” The 
word “if” is the key that will unlock the door. I deliberately emphasize 
it as I say it, because it’s non-threatening. 
 Our goal is to present the gospel, and to make it make sense we 
need to do what Jesus did, and go through the moral Law (the Ten 
Commandments) to bring the knowledge of sin (Luke 10:25, Romans 
3:19,20 and 7:7,13) and show the need for the Savior. 
 God has given us two very powerful helpers for this task. The 
primary helper is the Holy Spirit, and the other is the sinner’s 

conscience. In R Romans 2:15–16 the Scriptures speak of this second 
helper: 
 They show that the essential requirements of the Law are written in 
their hearts and are operating there, with which their consciences (sense 
of right and wrong) also bear witness; and their [moral] decisions (their 
arguments of reason, their condemning or approving thoughts) will 
accuse or perhaps defend and excuse [them] on that day when, as my 
Gospel proclaims, God by Jesus Christ will judge men in regard to the 
things which they conceal (their hidden thoughts). (Romans 2:15-16, 
Amplified Bible).
 When the Bible says that “the essential requirements of the Law are 
written in their hearts” it means that the unregenerate person knows 
intuitively the code of conduct required by the Law. In other words his 
conscience is like an impartial judge in the courtroom of his mind, and 
that voice will accuse him of moral misconduct, if it is awakened from 
its sleeping state. 
 When the moral Law is properly presented, something wonderful 
begins to happen. The sinner’s dormant conscience awakens to do 
its God-given duty. It affirms the truth of the Commandments. He 
intuitively knows that it’s wrong to lie, to steal, to blaspheme, and to 
commit adultery. After going through the Commandments, “if” is once 
again used — “If God was to judge you by the Ten Commandments on 
Judgment Day, would you be innocent or guilty?” What he is hearing 
isn’t exactly what he wants to hear, but the accusations of guilt aren’t 
coming from without. They are coming from within his own heart, and 
that has the effect of stopping his mouth of justification, and helping 
him see that he has sinned against God.
 Let me put it another way. It’s a very hot day. You are about to lift a 
glass of cool clear water to your parched lips. Nothing else matters but 
quenching your ravenous thirst. Then you hear someone say, “There’s 
arsenic in that water!” If it’s coming from a credible source, you will 
more than likely believe what you hear, pull that water away from your 
lips and tip it onto the ground.
 We live among a hedonistic generation that drinks iniquity like water. 
Nothing else matters except quenching the thirst for sex, porn, parties 
and pleasure. As the Scriptures say, “God is not in their thoughts.” 
However, a biblical presentation of the gospel injects God into his 
thoughts and makes him think seriously about his own eternal salvation.

Read more: http://kirkcameron.com/2013/02/how-to-witness-to-a-closed-
minded-person/#ixzz2LZ9ILNGW
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