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in•sid•er
   [in-sahy-der] 
noun
1.	 a	person	who	is	a	member	of	a	group,	organization,	
society,	etc.

2.	 a	person	belonging	to	a	limited	circle	of	persons	who	
understand	the	actual	facts	in	a	situation	or	share	
private	knowledge.

insider

The Insider is a bi-monthly magazine produced by the body 
of Heights Christian Church.  As such, we encourage our 
members to submit articles for the purpose of Christian 
instruction, challenge & edification on the following topics:  
Current Events & Issues, Book, Movie & Music Reviews, 
Hospitality, Fellowship, Christian Art & Humor, Parenting, 
Finances, Youth & Children, Apologetics, Practical 
Theology, Outreach and Testimonies.

Articles for review can be submitted to bscales@
heightschristian.org.  Please title all such emails with the 
subject “Insider” and the topic the article is about.  All 
articles reviewed must be approved by the editors before 
publication.  Please note that articles may be edited for 
content or space consideration.  Submitted articles may not 
necessarily appear in the following published magazine, but 
may be archived for future use as themes for each magazine 
are determined.

Our Mission
The purpose of the Heights Christian Church 
Insider is to provide stories from the inside 

perspective of the Christian worldview.  Our 
goal is to help encourage, edify and equip the 
body of Christ on a myriad of different subjects 
that we face in our day to day lives so that we 
may better shine the light of Christ to the world 

through our words, actions and knowledge.

About the Issue
“Money... It’s almost always on our mind. Whether it is 
paying our bills, getting out of debt, thinking about the 
next purchase or even how we can give most effectively 

to the ministries God would have us support...money 
often takes the forefront of some of 

our most important thoughts in this life.” 

 —Pastor Jeremy Bannister

	 													Leave	us	a	comment	on	an	article	that	impacted	you!	
															Send	any	comments	to	bscales@heightschristian.org	with	
“Insider	Reaction”	on	the	subject	line	of	your	email.		We	would	love	to	
hear	from	you!
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The cost of a Syma 102G radio-controlled helicopter on 
Amazon.  That is the model that my nine year-old son, Lucas, 

just bought.  Yes, you read that right.  He bought it.  Not mom and dad. 
Not grandpa and grandma.  Lucas bought his helicopter with money 
he earned by doing chores around the house.  As the parents of five 
children, we are relieved to have help around the house, but we are 
even more pleased with what Lucas is learning.  Actually our three 
oldest children (Lucas (9), Hannah (7), and Malayn (5)) participate in 
chores and we encourage our two-year old, Tyson, to help as much as 
possible (He helps unload the dishwasher and clean up his own toys.). 
Before I go any further, however, I want to assure you that parenting 
children is not quick and easy.  We now get a lot of help from our kids, 
but it took a commitment on our part.  We had to commit to teaching 
them and not doing for them, to have reasonable expectations and, 
most importantly, we had to commit the time to teaching.
 A little while ago we realized that it was not only helpful, but 
important that our children are participating and contributing members 
of the family and not guests at a 5-star resort!  We began by finding 
age appropriate jobs for them to do around the house.  These are 
responsibilities that each child has simply because they are part of the 
family.  We wanted them to learn that work is how one earns money, 
but we didn’t want them to think that they should get 
paid for everything they do.  There are some 
things we do simply because they have to 
be done.  These chores include things like 
making their beds, 
keeping their room clean (all the time—
not just the occasional cleaning), unloading the 
dishwasher, and taking out the garbage.
 Then we looked for some chores they 
could do for pay.  Each week the kids are 
responsible for cleaning our two bathrooms 
and vacuuming the carpets.  We give 
them a choice and let them rotate each 
week if they want.  Occasionally, we add 
other chores such as dusting, cleaning the floors, 
or yard work.  At first, we had to teach them how to clean the 
bathrooms and vacuum, and even do it with them.  It was time 
consuming—I could have actually done it faster—but the point wasn’t 
simply to get the house clean.  The point was to teach them the value of 
work, to be responsible, and to contribute.  The same is true for paying 
them.  We aren’t just teaching them that work is how they get money, 
but teaching them how to handle money and we are even able to use it 
as discipline.  Let me walk through that a little bit. 
 Each child gets paid one quarter according to how old they are.  The 
key is to realize you aren’t paying them based on the quality of the job 
they do.  You are paying them for their effort and so they can learn life 
lessons.  If they are not putting in a good effort or are doing it with a 
bad attitude, calmly inform your child that he or she will not get paid 
if that continues.  We have also found that “fines” are a good way of 
enforcing positive behavior and stopping bad behavior.  Malayna had 
a bad habit of changing her clothes and leaving them on her floor.  
We used to get mad, yell, sometimes spank her, or try to take away 
privileges, but then we discovered fines.  My wife told her she would 
have to pay us 25 cents each time she leaves her clothes on the floor.  
After paying a fine once or twice, she changed her behavior!

I want a Syma 102G 
Radio Controlled Helicopter
A parent’s guide to teaching their kids about money

Tory	Ruark

 So, back to the paying part.  Each child gets a quarter according 
to their age in years.  When we pay them, we take the time to count 
by 25’s and do a little addition and subtraction.  Then we pull out 
their three little bags.  One is for giving, one for saving, and one for 
spending.  Each child chooses how much they want to put in each 
bag.  We always start with give, then save, then spend.  There is no 
required amount into each, but I encourage them to give and save 
10%.  Sometimes, they want to put a lot into the give bag, and I let 
them do it once or twice, but after that I might say something like, “I 
think two quarters is pretty generous and a good amount.”  The idea 
isn’t to teach them percentages, but to teach them the basic habits of 
giving, saving, and spending.  Putting too much into give or save and 
having nothing to spend just isn’t sustainable.
 Early on, we helped the kids decide on something for which they 
could save their money.  This helped them make a decision on how 
much money to put in each bag.  It also helped them see the 
         relationship between spending money 
    and getting that for which they were
    saving.  It also gave us a solid answer when they 
  asked for things at the store.  Whenever they ask for toys at
  the store we can say, “that’s fine, did you bring your money?” 
      When we first started, the kids put a lot of money into save 
  and not much into spend because they hadn’t learned to 
  spend yet.  Then they discovered the snack shack and student 
  store at the baseball field                   and the allotment 
  shifted.  That was okay,   they were learning to 
  continue to give and   save even when there 
  were things they    wanted.  One night this
      spring, I worked in the
     s  snack shack at the 
     baseball field.
                I must have had five or six kids 
   come up 10 or 12 times in an hour to buy candy. 
       I have a feeling their parents just didn’t know how to say 
no.  Luckily for us, we didn’t ever have to say no directly.  Running 
out of money took care of that. 
 One day after school, I took the kids into the student store because 
Hannah wanted to buy an icee.  Her spend money had been building 
up so she could afford it.  Malayna saw Hannah’s icee and sampled it 
and decided she wanted one too, but she didn’t have her money with 
her.  I assured her they would have icees tomorrow and that we could 
come back then.  That night, Malayna spent her money at the snack 
shack during Lucas’ baseball game.  The next day when we went to 
get another icee for Hannah, Malayna was complaining about not 
getting one.  That day, she learned about choices.  My heart melted, 
though, when Hannah took compassion on her sister and used $1 of 
her own spend money to buy Malayna an icee. 
 What’s your goal in parenting?  Is it to be bothered as little as 
possible?  Is it to have as much fun as possible with your kids?  Is it to 
become their best friend?  Or is it to raise responsible adults who learn 
to love God and others?  If your goal leans toward the latter, it will 
take commitment.  Parenting will have to become your first job, your 
first hobby, and your first priority.  But, I can assure you, it is all worth 
it!

Questions?		Feel	free	to	contact	Tory	Ruark	at	520-404-0841	or	truark@gmail.com

$22
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 “Or look at it this way: We pay tithes to 
priests who die, but Abraham paid tithes to a 
priest who, the Scripture says, ‘lives.’”— The 
Message, Eugene Peterson
 I hope you’ll forgive my parody of Hamlet’s 
famous speech from Act 3, Scene 1 from The 
Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, by 
William Shakespeare—but I just couldn’t 
resist. Just in case you missed English 
Literature in your high school days (do they 
still teach that anymore?), let me give you his 
famous line:

 To be, or not to be: that is the question: 
 Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
 The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 
 Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
 And by opposing end them?

 Hamlet’s father was king and Claudius, his 
father’s brother, killed him, married Hamlet’s 
mother and assumed the role of king—although 
Hamlet was the rightful heir. Hamlet had a 
choice, either retaliate by killing Claudius 
and taking over the throne or do nothing and 
let time take its course. I’ll leave it to your 
curiosity to find out what Hamlet decided to 
do.
 Today’s message is also about a king who 
was killed because someone wanted to take 
over his throne. But this king, who was also 
a priest, was raised from the dead, that all 
may worship him. This king, who now lives, 
is honored by his followers by the way they 
pay homage to him—and one of those is by 
bringing him their tithes and their offerings. Or 
is it?
 There are Christians today that maintain that 
the law given to Moses in the Old Testament 
has no application for the believer today—
unless they are specifically mandated in the 
New Testament as a command. One of those 
laws, they say, that is missing from the New 
Covenant is the law of tithing or giving to God 
ten percent of one’s income. 
 Is that the case? Is the principle of biblical 
tithing relegated to the Old Testament believers 
only and have we been liberated from the 
demands of the Torah? Well, let’s find out.
The principle of tithing predates the Law.
 The word for tithe in Hebrew is ma’asrah 
which means “a tenth, a tenth part, a tithe.” 
One of the rules of Bible study teaches us that 
the best place to find the most information 
about a doctrine or subject is to locate the first 

To Tithe Or Not To Tithe
Is That A Question?

place it is found in Scripture. It’s called 
the Law of First Mention. In the case of 
tithing, its first mention is not in the Law 
of Moses at all, but in Genesis 14, in a 
story about Abraham and a king by the 
name of Melchizedek which occurred 
some 700 years before God gave Moses 
the Law at Mt. Sinai. Abraham had 
rescued his nephew Lot from a group of 
territorial kings and recovered all of his 
stolen possessions. On the way back from 
this victory Abraham was met by a village 
king: 
 “Then Melchizedek king of Salem 
brought out bread and wine. He was priest 
of God Most High, and he blessed Abram, 
saying, ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most 
High, Creator of heaven and earth. And 
blessed be God Most High, who delivered 
your enemies into your hand.’ Then 
Abram gave him a tenth  (ma’asrah) of  
everything” (Gen. 14:18-20).
 Remember this name and this king. 
You will hear more about him later in 
the New Testament. He was an amazing 
individual—as you will see.
 The next time tithing is mentioned 
in the Bible is also before the giving of 
the Law of Moses by about 500 years. 
It’s presented in a story about Jacob and 
his vision of a stairway to heaven and 
seeing the angels of God ascending and 
descending on it. He named the place 
“Bethel” which means the house of God 
and then made a vow to the LORD:
 “If God will be with me and will watch 
over me on this journeyI am taking and 
will give me food to eat and clothes to 
wear so that I return safely to my father’s 
house, then the LORD will be my God and  
this stone that I have set up as a pillar will 
be God’s house, and of all that you give 
me I will give you a tenth (ma’asrah)” 
(Gen.28:20-22).

Tithing is included in the Law of Moses.
 R. Kent Hughes, in his very fine book, 
Disciplines of a Godly Man, points out 
that the Israelites under the Law were 
required to give several different tithes 
along with special offerings. The first was 
called the Lord’s tithe, or the Levites’ 
tithe,  because it went to support their 
priestly ministry  (Num. 18:21-29). In 
addition there was the Festival tithe 

of 10 percent which took effect when Israel 
conquered the Promised Land. It went for an 
annual celebration with one’s family, friends 
and servants (Dt. 12:10-18). There was also a 
Poor tithe which took place every three years  
that provided for the social welfare of those 
who could not provide for themselves (Dt. 
14:28-29). In addition, the people were also 
charged to refrain from harvesting the corners 
of their fields or picking all the grapes from 
the vineyards, so as to leave gleanings for the 
poor (Lev. 19:9-10). All of these tithes, along 
with other offerings amounted to 25% of one’s 
income.

The tithe postdates the Law of Moses.
 Jesus made a distinction between the Law and 
the Prophets in the Old Testament. He told his 
disciples, “So in everything, do to others what 
you would have them do to you, for this sums 
up the Law and the Prophets” (Mt. 7:12, also 
Mt. 22:40; Lk. 16:16). Luke did the same in the 
book of Acts (Acts 13:15), as did the apostle 
Paul in his letter to the Romans (Rom. 3:21).
 One of the strongest statements on tithing in 
the prophetic writings is found in the book of 
Malachi. God, speaking through the prophet, 
challenged his people with these words:
 “I the LORD do not change. So you, O 
descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever 
since the time of your forefathers you have 
turned away from my decrees and have not 
kept them. Return to me, and I will return to 
you,” says the LORD Almighty. “But you ask, 
‘How are we to return?’ “Will a man rob God? 
Yet you rob me. “But you ask, `How do we rob 
you?’ “In tithes and offerings. You are under 
a curse—the whole nation of you—because 
you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe 
(ma’asarah) unto the storehouse, that there may 
be food in my house. 
 Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, 
“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates 
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 
you will not have room enough for it” (Mal. 
3:6-10).
 Some dismiss God’s admonition here by 
saying, “This doesn’t apply to us because it was 
written to the nation of Israel.” But why does 
God say, “I the LORD do not change”? Did he 
decide to nullify that statement just for us?  
 One last word on the Law and the Prophets 
before moving to the New Testament teaching 
on tithing. Jesus told his followers in the 
Sermon on the Mount, that he did not come to 

Pastor	Don	Kimbro

Mag-July-Aug.indd   4 7/16/2013   3:34:23 PM



abolish the Law or the Prophets but to fulfill 
them. He was even more emphatic when he 
said,  “I tell you the truth, until heaven and 
earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not 
the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 
disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished” (Mt. 5:17-20). 

Tithing is a New Testament principle.
 There are those who say that you can’t find 
the principle of tithing in the New Testament 
but do you remember Melchizedek (Gen. 
14:18-20)? He was more than an obscure king 
in the time of Abraham. The book of Hebrews 
enlightens us with some very interesting things 
about him which lead many to believe he was 
actually a preincarnate appearance of Jesus 
Christ. Listen to these descriptive statements:
 The priesthood of Jesus was in the order 
of Melchizedek. Jesus was from the tribe of 

Judah of which there is no mention of a 
priesthood. Legitimate priests under the 
Law had to be from the tribe of Levi. But 
Christ is our high priest. His priesthood 
is from a different order which was 
established by Melchizedek, to whom 
Abraham paid the first biblical tithe and 
received bread and wine along with a 
blessing. This same Melchizedek was a 
priest of God Most High. His name means 
“king of righteousness.” He was the 
“king of Salem” (Jerusalem), which also 
means “king of peace.” He is described as 
being “without father or mother, without 
genealogy,” and “without beginning of 
days or end of life, like the Son of God he 
remains a priest forever” (Heb. 7:1-3).
 The Hebrew writer continues, “Now 
the law requires the descendants of Levi 
who become priests to collect a tenth 

from the people—that is, their brothers—
even though their brothers are descended 
from Abraham. This man (Melchizedek), 
however, did not trace his descent from 
Levi, yet he collected a tenth from 
Abraham and blessed him who had the 
promises. And without doubt the lesser 
person is blessed by the greater. In the one 
case, the tenth is collected by men who 
die; but in the other case, by him who is 
declared to be living” (Heb. 7:5-8). Who 
is this one, to whom tithes are collected, 
“who is declared to be living”? It can be 
no one else but Jesus Christ. 
 Is tithing a New Testament principle? 
Can there be any doubt? It predates the 
Law. It is part of the Law. It postdates the 
Law in the Prophets, of which Jesus said 
would never pass away. Tithing is a valid 
and powerful New Testament teaching. n

   Several years ago, when Dan 
and I were having a financial 
discussion, we wondered why 
we seemed to not have any 
money in savings despite both 

of us working and making a decent wage.  Our basic question was 
“we make good money, why are we living check to check?”  I was 
spending lots and lots of time tracking bills and floating checks so 
that everything stayed paid up while still keeping a positive balance 
in the bank account.  It was tiring, frustrating, and old.  Our parents 
were not bad at handling money.  In fact, they have both done well 
for themselves.  But they did things differently and, therefore, Dan 
and I did things differently.  We weren’t buried in debt, but knew 
that we should be doing better.   We needed a plan.  
 About that time, I saw an advertisement for Financial Peace 
University.  Coincidence, eh?  Not so much.  I believe that God 
intervened at the right time, when we were ready to listen.   I looked 
at the topics for each lesson and there wasn’t a single one that Dan 
and I didn’t want to know more about.  We signed up and went to 
class.  We loved it!  So many ideas, so much information and it was 
fun!  We were actually having fun talking about money.  Crazy, 
huh?  We learned some new things about what God’s Word says 
about money and put them into practice.  Things got better.  We paid 
off the car and started building our emergency fund.  We loved the 
class so much we decided to facilitate it here at Heights.  
 When it comes to finances, we feel there are three things that are 
most important.
 First of all, you need to realize that it isn’t yours.  God gave 
it to you to use.  Are you spending it in a way that pleases Him?  
Are you giving back to His Kingdom?  When you realize that the 
money that you have isn’t actually yours, you will handle it better.  
Imagine that you take $1000 to the bank and open an account.  You 
are, in essence, loaning money to the bank, just like God “loans” it 
to us.  How would you feel if you went to the bank a month later, 
requested to get your money back and the banker tells you that 
they don’t have it because they decided to all go out and have an 

extravagant dinner and used your money to pay for it.  Would 
you be upset?  I imagine that God feels the same way when He 
provides for our needs and beyond and we are wasteful with it.  He 
wants us to enjoy ourselves, but only after we have been obedient.
 Bottom line:  You must be tithing faithfully and with joy in order 
to succeed financially.  This helps keep you from loving money 
more than God.  You can’t out give Him.  Go ahead and try. 
 Second, you must live on a budget.  I know, the dreaded “B” 
word.  It’s a lot like the “D” word—diet.  We hate the words, 
but we all follow a diet and we all follow a budget.  It may be a 
healthy one or an unhealthy one.  We may eat fast food all the time 
or we may eat healthy fruits and veggies and lean meats.  We may 
spend more than we make or we may live on half of what we earn 
and save the rest.  In either case, it is what you make of it.  You get 
to decide.  I’m not going to tell you how much to spend on various 
things, that’s up to you.  You need to figure out what is most 
important and allocate money to those things.   This also means 
that you will have to cut out the things that are less important.   For 
example, Dan and I love to travel.  So, we save money to travel.  
In order to do this, we gave up cable TV, our home phone, don’t 
eat out much, and several other things.
 We recommend a zero based budget.  This means spending 
every penny, on paper, before the month begins.  When writing out 
expenses, start with tithing, followed by mortgage/rent, utilities, 
food, gas/insurance/transportation and clothing.  This doesn’t 
mean hitting the mall for retail therapy whenever you want, this 
means having appropriate, but not excessive clothing for your job.  
It will take some time to get the numbers to balance, but when all 
is said and done, your total expenditures should exactly equal your 
take home pay.  Then post this budget up where you can see it and 
LIVE BY IT.  It does no good to do the prep and then stick it in a 
drawer and do what you want.  If you overspend in one category, 
you must reduce what you spend in another.  This can take months 
to get used to.  Just ask me or anyone else that has taken the class, 
but it does get easier.  I used to spend hours and hours every month 
on financial stuff—budgeting, balancing checkbook, paying bills, 

It Really Works... No, Really It Does

Continued	on	Page	7

Laurel	Bernard
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Reviews
 MOVIE

AFTER EARTH
by Jonathan Scales

Positive Elements:  Relational Worth, Good Thematic Material
Cautions:  Violence, Frightening/Intense Scenes
Rating:  PG-13  /  Movie Grade:  B-

 
 may be one of the only M. Night Shyamalan (The	Sixth	

Sense, The	Village) fans left and that’s due to his proclivity 
for relationships and chemistry between his characters. His 
strengths have never consistently been in the subliminal, so 

where this film may lack in subtext and challenging motifs, it makes 
up for in relational worth. 
 After	Earth follows Kitai and his father Cypher Raige when their 
ship crashlands on earth one million years after certain events forced 
humans to find a new home. With their ship split in two, both sides 
miles apart, and Cypher critically injured, the responsibility to face 
the dangerously evolved creatures, the everchanging elements, and 
the escaped alien life form from their ship lands on Kitai. In order to 
get to the other half of their ship and retrieve a beacon to call for help, 
Kitai must rely on his father for protection and direction ushering 
a test of their relationship and resurfacing the past that has been 
distancing them thus far. 
 The film kept me invested and engaged throughout.  The setting 
alone presents enough conflict to make this an epic journey as well 
as an emotional one.  I felt like I was sitting in a Shyamalan film by 
the intense moments, the redemption of some of the antagonistic 
creatures, and the withholding of some very key information that 
keeps us wondering what exactly happened to this father and his son.
 This was the second film that Will Smith has acted in with his son 
Jaden (The first being The	Pursuit	of	Happyness).  I can’t imagine any 
other pair playing these roles.  Probably the most redemptive quality 
of this film, the Smith’s performances carried immense dramatic 
weight.
 “Fear is not real. It is a product of the thoughts you create... Danger 
is real.  Fear is a choice.”  These are words that General Cypher Raige 
imparts to his son during a very critical part in their journey and 

probably the most significant line of dialogue throughout.  For this line 
definitely reflects Shyamalan’s thematic message for After	Earth.  The 
salvation of Kitai relies on his ability to control his fear.  The way to 
overcome our struggles is to overcome our fear of the unknown and to 
rise above.  At least that is what I drew from that line. You might find 
something different. 
 Despite that one moment of thematic richness.  There was a lot of 
action sequences and superfluous uses of science fiction jargon that 

took me out of the story.  The relationship between Kitai and Cypher 
was so endearing and complicated that I almost wished the film 
was only and solely about them.  The creatures, the effects, and the 
suspense successfully entertained and kept me enthralled.  However, I 
know I desired to see more from the dialogue and their own dramatic 
weight. 
 It has been said fairly unanimously by reviewers and critics that M. 
Night Shyamalan, since his film Signs, has been on a downward spiral 
and losing his tenacity from what was once a very promising career. 
I wouldn’t disagree and I wouln’t join the criticism either.  I feel as if 
Shyamalan is on a very real journey, himself, with discovering what 
kind of stories are of narrative worth and will mean something in the 
end.  At the end of the day, After	Earth, won’t mean much to me.  I 
thought it was a decent film and a great ride.  I wouldn’t spend a lot 
of money to go out and see it, however, I would not discourage you 
from renting it when it releases.  Because it really is an endearing piece 
juxtaposed with suspense and science fiction wonderment.

“Danger is real, fear is a   
    choice.”

I

“As a filmmaker...Shyamalan  
  is on a very real
  journey, himself...” 
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BOOK
Surprised by Joy
by	C.S.	Lewis
 I have always enjoyed reading C.S. Lewis books. His Christian 
living, theology and fiction have always captured me in a way no other 
author has been able to. Maybe that’s because when I read his works, 
I feel like I am sitting across the table from a brilliant man over coffee 
(in his case, it would probably be tea) and I’m listening to what he 
has to say. Nowhere is that more true then in my reading of Lewis’ 
work, Surprised by Joy. “Surprised by Joy” is Lewis’ half novel, half 
autobiographical book about the early, formational years of his life. 
Lewis began his life with a vaguely religious upbringing, led into 
devout Atheism, and ended in Christ’s drawing Lewis home. 

   This book is excellent as autobiographies 
go. Certainly C.S. Lewis was one of the 
20th Century’s best storytellers. As I 
discovered in the book, Lewis was also 
one of the most well read professors to 
ever have walked the halls at Oxford as 
well. Lewis’ education was not like the 
education we see in the 21st Century. For 
example, when Lewis wanted to learn 
Greek, his tutor gave him a Greek lexicon 
and the original writing of Homer’s Iliad. 
His tutor walked him through the first 
twenty stanzas and then released him to 
“learn” Greek on his own. The crazy thing 
is that is exactly what Lewis did.
   For those readers who have come to 

believe in Jesus Christ, this book will leave them marveling repeatedly 
at how Christ works in the lives of those he calls. Any reader of 
“Surprised by Joy” will find numerous similarities in the path C.S. 
Lewis’ salvation took him down, and one can’t help but want to join 
him in praising Christ for his awesome goodness in the lives of his 
creation. 
 One fascinating element in Lewis’ life, which is so encouraging for 
Christians in a post-Christian era, is that Lewis was raised by brilliant 
men to be constantly curious but always logical and always seeking 
the truth. One of the men Christ used the most in saving Lewis was 
a staunch Atheist; an old, crusty professor who demanded a rigid 
adherence to logic in any and all beliefs or action. This man, the “Great 
Knock”, as Lewis, his brother, and their father called him, was so 
influential in Lewis’ mental development that Lewis devotes a whole 
chapter (“The Great Knock”) to discussion of him. 
 How fascinating that whereas many today believe that a rigorous 
pursuit of knowledge and facts leads to agnosticism, in the life of the 
greatest Christian apologist of the 20th Century, it led to a belief in the 
sovereignty of Jesus Christ. This happened, I believe, because Lewis 
was so intellectually honest with no hidden agendas to prove. 
 This is a book that I would recommend 
to anyone, but “a must” to any Christian. 
     While “Mere Christianity” is C.S. 
Lewis’ best-selling book, and arguably 
has initiated more paths to Christ than 
any other book outside the Bible, 
“Surprised by Joy” presents a more 
complete understanding of those paths 
and their ultimate result. 

Book	reviews	are	written	by	
Pastor	Mark	Scales

Article Continued: It Really Works... No, Really It Does
etc.  Now, I spend less than an hour a month on everything.  It is SO 
easy now. 
 Bottom line: If you don’t plan to save and give, you won’t.
 Third, you must have an emergency fund.  I cannot stress this 
enough.  Think of it as insurance against emergencies.  It should be 
3-6 months of monthly expenses (I would lean towards 6 months 
in this economy.)  If you think about it, most “emergencies” that 
we have in life are emergencies because they are expensive and 
we don’t have the money to pay for them, not because they are life 
threatening.  When you have an emergency fund, these events merely 
become inconveniences.  For example, when getting our car tested for 
emissions, the technician noted that our radiator was cracked.  So we 
got it fixed.  No big deal.  Inconvenient?  Yes.  Emergency?  No.  Just 
this week, our dog became ill.  We didn’t have to debate about whether 
or not to take him to the vet because of money issues.  We just did 
what was best for him. 
 This has all been made possible by learning about what God’s word 
says about money and how to apply it in our lives.  God will always 
provide for your needs, we just need to define the word “need” the 
same way He does.  
 Here are some ways we found to help build up that savings:

Have a garage sale
Negotiate cable rates or cancel it altogether (you can watch it for 

free on the internet)
Get rid of your home phone if you already have a cell phone with 

good service in your house
Arrange your direct deposit to automatically put money to savings
Take lunches/snacks/drinks to work
Buy generic
Buy used
Buy in bulk for things that do not expire if you have the storage 

space
Borrow/share tools and other items with neighbors/friends/family 

instead of buying your own
Swap toys with friends who have kids of the same age
Get rid of credit cards (don’t even keep one for just in case)
Take drinks with you when running errands so you are not 

tempting to hit the drive through
Share entrees when eating out.
Cook from scratch—it tastes better too!!

 Teaching the class continues to show us how to fine tune our finances 
and we have gotten better and better, but only because we are trying 
to be obedient with HIS money.  If you having money troubles, please 
consider taking Financial Peace University this fall when Dan and I 
teach it again.   Money fights and money problems are the number one 
cause for divorce.  Feel free to talk to one of us if you have questions.  
We are not financial planners and don’t have it all figured out, but we 
have seen God move in big ways since we started handling HIS money 
better. n
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Unshakable!
 Shaken, not stirred, shaken, 
devastated!  Twenty six years ago 
yesterday,  the last Friday in the 
month of May, my son Shadrek 
Clayton Coleman, committed suicide.  
I had seen him the day before and 
made plans with him for Saturday 
or Sunday.  But clearly those plans 
were nothing, my son was gone.  The 
beautiful boy I gave birth to nineteen 
years before decided that this life, his 
life was no longer something he could 
handle and he was willing to end it 
to see what was next.  It happened 
around noon and I did not find out 
until the evening.  I was moving that 

day, here in the present I moved the day before and yesterday after 
making close to 25 trips up and down the eighteen steps of my new 
second floor apartment I felt like a car had run over me!  I vowed to 
stay in all day Friday, that last day of the month of May.
 I rested, was restless, even a bit bored.  IF you know me, I am an 
active person and as a missionary “bound” to be about My Father’s 
business even if it is some interaction like renting an apartment, talking 
to someone in a store or reaching out and following His lead as He 
opens doors and lines of communication.
 You know, I did not even realize it was an anniversary day until the 
evening.  I heard the word suicide on a television show as I was in 
another room, another mother had suffered and been shaken as her son 
chose to leave this world.  She reaction with time passing was very 
different than mine, she became an extreme hoarder.  Hey listen, the 
first year for me was EXCEEDINGLY horrific!!  Shad, was handsome, 
talented, intelligent, funny, but he did have some problems that he felt 
insurmountable.
 Those twenty six years ago, I was not holding on to God’s Hand or 
seeking comfort in Him.  But still He knew and was preparing me for a 
lifetime commitment to His service and to have my life turned over to 
Him.  Hallelujah!
 Either that night or the next night I stood outside in the darkness of 
a black Hawaii night under a multitude of visible stars.  I cried out to 
the heavens,  to God, asking what about Shad, what about him.  As 
my cry lifted up and of course God knew,. a bright star shot across the 
sky, burning out quickly and I felt it was my answer.  It was a moment 
of comfort in that journey of pain, raw and indescribable.  With time 
my hurt is lessened and the mourning put aside, Shad lives in my 
memories and dreams.
 Maybe now YOU feel shaken, I would say to you that God in His 
infinite wisdom IS in control and HE will heal you, comfort you, even 
allow you to see a shooting star OR the evidence of an angel He sends 
to surround you or just to read a few lines written by me reminding 
you that with God we can be unshakable!

S.E. Coleman, pictured here with her son Thad, has served in full 
time foreign missions the last 20 years 
with a background in Christian radio, 
creative writing, theatre and art.  We have 
been blessed at Heights to have her in our 
presence and to be her “home” church.  
Article has been reprinted with permission: 
http://www.fggam.org/unshakable/

   My confession is this:  Sometimes I enjoy 
watching “Market Warriors” on NMPBS, Channel 
5, 9:00 p.m. Monday evenings.  Maybe, you should 
watch this, too.
   Why is that?  Well, for me, it’s really all about 
reminiscence.  You see, at age ten, during the spring 
and summers, I was forced to go “antiquing” with 
my mother, on many Saturday afternoons.  My 
siblings were very young, often not in attendance, 
thankfully. 

 Generally, I had just been released from the most expressive form of 
masculine identity for a ten year old boy of the Midwest… baseball! To 
spend my afternoon shopping for JUNK!?!  Give me a BREAK!  What 
ten year old boy, straight from baseball, can endure being told: “be 
quiet, don’t touch anything; ever!” 

 Mom, please know, I love you and I do not regret this punishment.  
Truth be told, it may have been the single biggest motivator to my 
becoming a CPA, next to my 3rd generation DNA, of course. 
 The objective of “Market Warriors” is to negotiate the “best deal” at 
America’s most famous “flea markets.”  It’s competitive, it’s tactile; it 
is real purchasing power in action. It is Americana, in real time.  It beats 
the mall in spades!  It’s full of “grind him down” negotiations, and 
“psychological trickery.”  Frankly, for many, it seems fun.  Sometimes, 
some people make a few bucks.  But, trust me, that is not common; just 
as it is not common at the casino or the race track.
 As entertaining as this may be, don’t get caught in the trap of this 
worldly temptation.  We all know who is behind all worldly temptation 
(FYI – it ain’t Jesus).
 So for you and me today, what are the Biblical lessons here?  Most of 
you know these, but here is my summary, straight from (just a few of 
many) scriptures:
 1.  Luke 12:33 – “Sell your possessions to the poor.  Provide purses 
for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not 
be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 2.  Luke 12:15 – “Watch out!  Be on guard against all kinds of greed; 
a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
 3.  Philippians 4:11-13 – “I have learned the secret of being content in 
any and every situation…whether living in plenty or in want.”
 4.  Luke 16:10-12 – “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also 
be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will 
also be dishonest with much.  So if you have not been trustworthy in 
handling worldly wealth who will trust you with true riches?”
 5.  Revelation 9:20 – (look this up yourself; it’s too strongly worded 
to print in this family friendly, softly Americanized publication.)

Market Warriors

“As entertaining as this 
may be, don’t get caught 
in the trap of this wordly 
temptation.”

Roger Nagel has been a member of Heights since 1997 and came as 
a result of our Preschool & Day Care ministry, where his daughters 
attended (Amber Stockton & Erin Nagel).  Roger has been married 
to Melody for 37 years.  He owns his own CPA firm and is one of 
our elder emeritus.  For more information on Roger’s firm check out:  
http://www.nagelcpa.us
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