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in•sid•er
   [in-sahy-der] 
noun
1.	 a	person	who	is	a	member	of	a	group,	organization,	
society,	etc.

2.	 a	person	belonging	to	a	limited	circle	of	persons	who	
understand	the	actual	facts	in	a	situation	or	share	
private	knowledge.

insider

The Insider is a bi-monthly magazine produced by the body 
of Heights Christian Church.  As such, we encourage our 
members to submit articles for the purpose of Christian 
instruction, challenge & edification on the following topics:  
Current Events & Issues, Book, Movie & Music Reviews, 
Hospitality, Fellowship, Christian Art & Humor, Parenting, 
Finances, Youth & Children, Apologetics, Practical 
Theology, Outreach and Testimonies.

Articles for review can be submitted to bscales@
heightschristian.org.  Please title all such emails with the 
subject “Insider” and the topic the article is about.  All 
articles reviewed must be approved by the editors before 
publication.  Please note that articles may be edited for 
content or space consideration.  Submitted articles may not 
necessarily appear in the following published magazine, but 
may be archived for future use as themes for each magazine 
are determined.

Our Mission
The purpose of the Heights Christian Church 
Insider is to provide stories from the inside 

perspective of the Christian worldview.  Our 
goal is to help encourage, edify and equip the 
body of Christ on a myriad of different subjects 
that we face in our day to day lives so that we 
may better shine the light of Christ to the world 

through our words, actions and knowledge.

About the Cover
“What I love about this cover is the feeling that 
you are beginning to see something and though 
you have an idea of what it is, you can’t see it 

completely.  It’s the same view that God gives us of 
our future with Him.”  —Pastor Jeremy Bannister



 Most athletes are familiar with the phrase 
“No Pain—No Gain”.  Translated into 
spiritual terms, I think of the phrase “No 
Obedience—No Intimacy”.  If you want to 
know God’s will, obey Him.  If you want to 
know God’s peace, obey Him.  If you want 
to experience God’s glory and just a glimpse 
of His pleasure in fellowshipping with Him, 
obey Him.
 “The Great Commission” are words Jesus 
Christ shared with His disciples here on earth.   
Matthew 28:19-20a, “Go	therefore	and	make	
disciples	of	all	the	nations,	baptizing	them	in	
the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	
the	Holy	Spirit,	teaching	them	to	observe	all	
things	that	I	have	commanded	you…”  This is 
not a recommendation or simple suggestion 
by a teacher.  This is a command from the 
Risen Savior who felt it so important to utter 
these words after He performed the most 
amazing and life transforming miracle in the 
history of mankind.
 I have to admit I was raised in the “Bible 
belt” and saturated in a lifestyle that revolved 
around church and the Bible.  “Sword” 
drills and various Vacation Bible Schools 

every summer were normal activities 
for us and our friends.  These things are 
not inherently bad, but over time it is 
only natural to become desensitized to 
the power of Christ’s words.  I become 
apathetic.  
 I also have a tendency to always picture 
Christ talking to His disciples whenever 
I see the “red letters”.  I picture an 
intimidating and powerful Jesus standing 
there talking to a few of the bravest 
and heroic men that this world has ever 
known.  I never actually picture Him 
saying those words to me.  It’s a lot easier 
for me to accept His words and commands 
to a “general population” than it is 
me.  I’ve subconsciously thought there 
were “varying degrees” of  “The Great 
Commission” and that this was really 
directed towards the people that are “sold 
out” and committed to full time ministry.  
They are the ones that are really “called” 
by Christ to fulfill this commission.  They 
are the ones that God really expects to be 
uncomfortable.  Does God really expect 
that from me; a Mom that works full time 
from home with three kids under four? 
 If He is omniscient, then He knows 
I don’t really have the time or energy 
to “Go therefore and make disciples”. 
Right?  Yes and No.  Yes.  God knows 
my “circumstances”.  No.  God will not 
accept my “no time or energy” excuses 
I flippantly throw out at His command.  
In His sovereignty, omniscience and 
goodness, He has also planted me exactly 
where I am supposed to be at this very 
moment (Acts 17:26).  He knew well 

before I was created that I would live in this 
house on this street in this neighborhood.  He 
knew that He would orchestrate circumstances 
where my neighbors would ask me to teach 
their children piano, even though I have never 
been a teacher or particularly interested in 
working with children.  He knew that my 
next door neighbor 100 feet away would 
be “seeking” answers to her questions in 
spirituality.  I basically said, “God, if you 
really expect this of me and you want me to 
share You with other people, then please bring 
some people into my life to share You with.”  
God immeasurably blessed and answered that 
very simple prayer.
 It would be very convenient if God would 
just use full time ministers to “go	therefore	
and	make	disciples” and I could just sit 
back and praise them for their valiant efforts 
and help fund an occasional “retreat” or 
“getaway” weekend for them.  I, Karen 
Greene, would much prefer to write a check 
out to the church that is teaching God’s Word 
than have to take personal responsibility for 
my disobedience and complacency towards 
His Word.  God loves me too much to let me 
off the hook like that.  I am thankful that He 
continually prompts me to confront my own 
insecurities and be uncomfortable, so that I 
can learn what it means to truly be dependent 
upon Him.
 He died on the cross for everyone.  How 
will the nations know if we don’t tell them?  
How will my next door neighbors know if I 
don’t tell them?  How will my piano students 
know if I don’t tell them?  How will my 
customers and co-workers know if I don’t tell 
them and teach them what it means to follow 
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Jesus?  They certainly won’t be directed 
towards the Truth on their televisions, they 
most likely will not choose to download a 
“repent and be saved” Ipad app that will 
tell them and chances are not good that 
they will wander into Barnes & Nobles one 
day and ask an associate where they can 
pick up a copy of “The Case for Christ”.
     I have fears of rejection and insecurities 
that I don’t know enough and shame that 
I’m not “pure” enough to really share 
Jesus with other people.  If I waited until 
I had my life and family all “together”, 
then I would never tell anyone about 
Jesus.  So I risk being called a hypocrite or 

losing a friendship for being judgmental instead.  What’s really more 
important?  Whether or not my friends think I am a good person or 
whether or not my friends and neighbors are in Heaven? 
 The specific issues we face seem to change over time, but not our 
fears.  In high school, I would stress over the prom or big games 
or track meets.  My biggest fear was rejection from my peers.  I 
remember being so paralyzed by fear as we were driving to the state 
track meet my senior year.  I asked my Dad, “What if I get out in 
front of the track in front of 30,000 people at the University of Texas 
Stadium and I forget how to run?  What if all of the sudden my legs 
just have no idea what to do?”  I have had the same fears when I 
play piano in front of large groups of people.  “What if my hands are 
shaking so bad I can’t play or what if I forget how to read music?”  
Anytime I feel the prompting of the Holy Spirit to share Jesus with a 
friend or neighbor, I get so nervous!  What if I have a booger on my 
nose or lipstick on my teeth or one of my kids stuck something to my 
back side and they are too distracted by me being a dork that they don’t 
hear about Jesus?  This is irrational!  My biggest fear is, “What if my 
friends and neighbors think I have ulterior motives and am trying to get 
some quota and think that I don’t genuinely love and care for them as 
a person even if they reject Christ?”.  I don’t want people to think I am 
fake or dishonest or only doing stuff with them to “save them”.  Is that 
true?  No.  But that may be their perception nonetheless.  I know that 
sounds ludicrous, but fear really blinds us from reality.  
 Satan would love nothing more than to see us “stuck” there forever; 
too afraid to act. 1 Timothy 1:7 says “For	God	has	not	given	us	a	spirit	
of	fear,	but	of	power	and	of	love	and	of	a	sound	mind”.  That fear and 
anxiety we have to share Christ is coming from the enemy and not 
from God.  If we can just buy one lie that keeps us paralyzed by fear 
and afraid to “move” and take action for Jesus, the enemy has won.
 I don’t know about you, but I am a highly competitive person.  I am 
not ok with just letting the enemy win that easily.  The Bible warns 
against this blissfully ignorant state where we are blind to the schemes 
and tactics of the enemy.  In Ephesians 6:10-20, He tells us to “take	
up	the	whole	armor	of	God,	that	you	may	be	able	to	stand	against	the	
wiles	of	the	devil…” 
 More good news is that we do not have to change who we are to 
share Christ with others.  People will listen to someone who is real, 
honest and empathetic.  It is easy for me to relate to the lost and 
desperate souls around me when I remember where God has brought 
me from and what my life looked like 10 years ago.  I pray He will 
never let me forget.  In a world where plastic surgery, addictions 
and divorce are rampant, people are craving real solutions to their 
practical problems and pain.  I pray I won’t be afraid to dive into the 
controversial and uncomfortable discussions with all of my friends 
and neighbors.  It’s during those times, I am free to be vulnerable and 
dispel their false impressions that I have it all together and it’s in those 
conversations that we can make a difference.  

Preach the word!  
Be ready in 
season and out of 
season…”  I would 
have definitely 
categorized that 
evening as “out 
of season”, but 
to God it was “in 
season”.  What 
a mighty God we 
serve!

 I have had to really let go of my “Disney Dream World” 
conceptions of evangelism.  How cool would it be if I was just 
running through the neighborhood one day and one of my neighbors 
stopped me and said , “Excuse me, could you tell me about Jesus?”.  
The chances of that happening in my lifetime are not great.  I am 
actually thankful that witnessing doesn’t usually happen like that.  
How would I grow?  Even Jesus had to learn obedience (Hebrews 
5:8).  I am not responsible for their perception or their reaction and 
have to constantly remind myself that what I am responsible for is 
my obedience to the commands of Christ and what He has called 
me personally to do.  If He clearly calls me to teach piano lessons 
(which I see as a ministry) and I make up some excuse not to do it, 
then I believe that I have sinned against God (James 4:17).  Only you 
know what God is telling you to do in your neighborhood, in your 
profession, in your friendships, etc.
 Evangelism takes discipline, commitment and the empowering of 
the Holy Spirit.  I don’t wake up every morning ready to share any 
more than you do.  That’s why I need a Helper (John 14: 16-17), 
The Holy Spirit, to help me get over myself and reach out to others.  
If I depended on myself and my own strength to obey God and do 
the uncomfortable tasking of witnessing, it would never happen.  
Mornings at my house are chaotic, stressful and generally unpleasant.  
However, God can still bless people in my imperfect home and your 
imperfect home if we are just available to be used and real with other 
people about our own struggles and His faithfulness and provision in 
the middle of them.  

    God showed me that just the other 
day.  Andrew was out of town and I 
was trying to bathe all three kids in two 
separate tubs.  There was water, food, 
dirty clothes, bubbles, soap and who 
knows what else all over my house.  My 
next door neighbor rang the door bell 
and wanted to talk some more about 
Jesus and some more questions she had 
been thinking of.  I thought, “Seriously?  
Right now?  She probably thinks I am 
the biggest slob on the face of the planet 
and I am on the verge of a nervous 

breakdown!  You have got to be kidding God!”  But praise God that 
“His	strength	is	made	perfect	in	my	weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9).  By His 
grace, I was able to get over myself and visit with her in the bathroom 
while the kids screamed and splashed water at us.  It was a time I 
never would have chosen, but it was God’s time and He humbled me 
and taught me a lesson.  If we put His will first, everything else really 
will fall into place (Matthew 6:33).  2 Timothy 4:2 says, “Preach	
the	word!		Be	ready	in	season	and	out	of	season…”  I would have 
definitely categorized that evening as “out of season”, but to God it 
was “in season”.  What a mighty God we serve!
 No Obedience, No Intimacy.  There is no fear I have that this 
thought won’t overcome.  If I put that fear of rejection next to the 
thought of even a taste of true and unhindered fellowship with Jesus 
Christ, it pales in comparison.  True and pure evangelism truly is 
Christ motivated.   I read a sobering 
statistic this week that only 5% of 
Christians have ever led another soul 
to Jesus Christ. Let’s hope that Heights 
Christian Church will be a part of that 
5% and not the 95%.   After all, He is 
faithful and will lead us every step of 
the way.

Karen Greene
Karen with her piano students.

Karen with neighbor.



 It’s Sunday afternoon and I have finally found the time to finish 
reading through the Heights Christian Church Insider Magazine.  
As I reflected back, I thought, what can I contribute to this?  Not 
much I thought… I don’t have any life events, any big revelations, 
I’m not a gifted writer, and I just felt like I didn’t have anything to 
share.
 However, as I contemplated what our church has done and still 
doing, the 3rd Street Ministry comes to my heart, and my son Sam 
comes to my mind.  In early 2010, our church leaders wanted us to 
implement “The Simple Church”.  I wasn’t quite sure what that 
meant because I felt like it was a cop-out from what we had been 
doing.  
 During that time, as we were having a family dinner, I told Sam 
about what I wanted our Life Group to do with respect to feeding the 
homeless.  He reminded me of what our church wanted to do as far as 
simplifying our church to the model of “The Simple Church”.  He was 
not on board with me as far as our church starting something new.  He 
thought we were not to start any new programs, but work on designing 
a simple process of discipleship in our church.  I have to admit I was 
hurt, but maybe he was right.  I always respect his judgment and I 
wanted to have his approval.  
 In June 2010, our Life Group was discussing a need to do something 
in the community, away from our normal activities at church.  I was 
attending some classes through the Country Extension Service when 
I overheard two people talking about the need for another church to 
serve the homeless.  After the class, I approached Denise Richard from 
Glory Fellowship Church and asked some questions and continued to 
email her back and forth for several days.  The next time that Glory 
Fellowship was serving, Mike and I went early that Saturday morning 
to help and to really see what it was like.  After leaving Coronado Park 
at 3rd Street that day, I felt the Lord really leading me to do this.  I 
knew that we, as a Life Group, could count on people in our church to 
prepare and serve food.  We all know we have many great cooks in our 
church who love to cook. 
 For the 2 1/2 half years, our Life Group and our church have been 
serving and feeding 150 – 300 homeless people at Coronado Park, 
4 – 5 times a year.  It’s called 3rd Street Ministry (aka Albuquerque 
Outreach) located between 2nd and 3rd Street, just south of I-40.   

Third Street Ministry was started 12 years ago by Ralph 
DePalma, who himself was homeless, but now he spends his 
life with the homeless on the street, counseling them and 
trying to supply their needs.  In the winter, you will never see 
Ralph with a jacket, gloves or hat on because he gives them 
away.
 We bring food and clothing on the last Saturday of the 
month that has five Saturdays.  Prior to serving the meal, we 
have a short presentation of the Gospel.  Many people have 
come to know the Lord in that park.  Our aim is to get them 
back on their feet, and come to know Jesus before it’s too 
late.  Many lives have been turned around by demonstrating 
Christ’s love though our food and donations. 
 In the winter, it’s hard to get out of bed on a Saturday when 
the temperature is cold and you have to feed the homeless at the 
park…but then you realize many of them spend all day and night 
out in the cold, although some do get to a shelter.  It’s rewarding 
to hear them say, “thank you” or “bless you for coming out 
today”.   
 Thelva, who is in our Life Group, goes with her husband, Dave 
Heiler, almost every Saturday to serve and minister.  Last year 
Dave started collecting donations for bus passes and is on the 3rd 
Street Board.  If you talk with Dave, you will see what a sweet, 
soft-hearted person he is, and how he loves serving the Lord.  
 And yes, my son Sam has attended the ministry and several 
weeks ago gave his personal testimony as our speaker from 
Heights.  I know what he said touched many of the hearts of the 
men and women there and several came forward to accept the 
Lord.
 Our next date to serve is Saturday, March 23, 2013 at 
8:00 a.m.  Pray about how you can help for this next date.  I 

promise you that you 
will have such a blessed 
day, and that you will not 
believe the energy you 
have for the rest of the day.

Dottie Hatchell

LOOKING FORWARD:  SERVING OTHERS
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  There was an incredible amount of pressure projected onto 
me when I chose to be trained into the world of digital media 
arts. I can still remember my family and elders sending me 
off with prayers for awakening and influential change in a 
“Godless” milieu. I am thankful for those prayers and those 
thoughtful words of encouragement, but I think it skewed my 

preconceived notions about film itself and why I was actually engaging in that 
world.
  I felt like I had this mission to change the world and to reach people for 
Christ. Not impractical, but looking back at it now I may have been held back 
from a potential, to not just try and smuggle Jesus into my craft (our audiences 
are much too smart for that), but to introduce quality stories that challenge the 
world. That is where I believe I am in my relationship with my craft, and how 
the Lord has evolved that mission for me in the past year; and it has everything 
to do with where I am in my relationship with God. 
 I turn twenty this month ushering in a time of reflection on the past decade 
of my life and where God has led me thus far. I am reminded of the challenges 
I have had to overcome, and the obstacles God has placed in my way knowing 
that I could succeed and comforting me when I didn’t. 
 I am both humbled and thankful for my relationship with my Heavenly 
Father, and I want to bring honor and glory to Him in all that I do.
 Last year my greatest flaw was complacency. I spent a great deal of time 
ignoring that relationship for I felt that it needn’t grow. I was greatly awakened 
this summer to that complacency when I came home. So this year I have 
been working on bringing God back into the forefront of my thoughts and my 
priorities. I think this is the biggest issue amongst christians in the college 
age group. Business and social agendas get in the way of our relationship 
with God and keep us from growing. Little do we perceive how great of an 
influence that partnership with the Lord has on our journey to find ourselves 
and eventually enter the world. God has blessed me with a gift for creativity 
and conceiving stories, and when I don’t acknowledge that I can’t fulfill my 
charge to challenge the world I live in.
 Looking towards the future, I am certain that God will continue to grow 
me and evolve my mission. I embrace that truth. I detach myself from my 
creativity and my passion for story and hand it over to the ruler of my life. 
Then, I feel peace knowing that He is in control and He will lead me to 
fulfillment in His work. 
 I highly anticipate all the plans God has for my passions. I grow anxious, 
thinking about the relationships and the mentors He will present in the future. 
As the church, I firmly believe we all have this enjoin to challenge the world 
we are in. Yes, we want to be a light and to reflect the Savior and all His 
attributes. However, I think we can inspire our communities with our stories, 
testimonies, and our passions to greater things. I believe that is a noble charge 
and a fulfilling mission. I want to challenge my world to not think on earthly 
things and pleasures that never seem to bring us to satisfaction. As we look 
towards our future and the limited time we have on this earth, let us provoke 
our world to think on heavenly matters. That way we can all look forward to 
the day we start eternity with the one who truly fulfills us.

This is My Command: 
 Love Each Other 
My	command	is	this:	Love	each	other	as	
I	have	loved	you...	This	is	my	command:	
Love	each	other.		—John 15:12, 17 

 I am saddened by the interpretations of the Coexist 
bumper sticker, as the various interpretations miss the point 
altogether.  I bought one for my car, because coexist simply 
means to “live together peacefully, to occupy the same place 
in a peaceful way.”  It does not mean the everyone must 
get the others to convert to their beliefs or views.  To me, it 
means, we are all God’s children – He created all of us – and 
we are to love one another as He commanded, not just those 
of the same belief, not just our friends, but our enemies as 
well.  Now, that is a tough one for all of us to do.  It’s easy to 
love those who are loveable, but certainly the toughest test 
is to love those who are not or have a totally different belief 
system.  But I truly believe if we want to walk in Jesus’ 
steps, we must obey that command to love one another, and 
that means to coexist.  If Christians really want to show the 
love of Jesus, how much better to show joy, peace, and love 
towards others than to spew hatred, bias, and disdain for 
those who do not share our beliefs?
 The purpose of the bumper sticker is simply to encourage 
all of us to get along peacefully and respect the fact that 
we all have different beliefs, and we can still get along 
peacefully.  Coexist bumper stickers were designed to 
promote coexistence among people who practice different 
religions and people who have different points of view.  
It doesn’t mean you have to agree with them, simply to 
accept the fact that God created all of us and commanded 
us to love one another.  We can plant the seed of hope and 
love, pray for others, and demonstrate God’s love for one 
another, and then we have to leave it to God to open their 
hearts.  The coexist design is supposed to promote peace 
and reconciliation among people of different faiths, belief 
systems, and worldviews but instead, unfortunately, people 
have translated it as something totally different that has 
nothing to with the definition of coexist.  Demonizing 
a whole group of people, Muslims in particular in one 
translation, goes against everything I believe what a true 
Christian should be.
 I know true peace will come when we are resurrected to 
live forever in God’s kingdom, but we as Christians should 
strive to do our best while we are living here on this earth 
with all the people that God created.  I know I am far, far 
from perfect and struggle every day with God’s command to 
love one another, but it is my daily prayer and goal.

Christian Living
Karen Huff

Testimony
Jonathan Scales



Reviews

Movie

Life of Pi...
by Leslie Thwaits

Positive Elements:  Faith, acceptance, perseverance, humility
Cautions:  Several scenes of animal violence and intense shipwreck
   scenes that might scare young children
Rating:  PG  /  Movie Grade:  A-

 A failed author (Rafe Spall) meets a man (Irrfan Khan) with a 
special story to tell of his youth.  The purpose of the story, says the 
man, will tell the tale of a tiger named Richard Parker, and along the 
way, the author will find God.  Such begins the hauntingly beautiful 
movie of “Life of Pi,” a story of a courageous boy (Suraj Sharma) who 
survives a shipwreck and travels across the Pacific Ocean with only 
wild animals as companions.
 Piscine Molitor Patel (Pi) is a spiritually curious boy who searches 
for answers in his native India, claiming to be a Muslim, Hindu, and 
Christian.  His father (Adil Hussain), a science-driven man runs the 
family zoo.  For political reasons, the father decides to move the family 
and the zoo animals to Canada, and the family embarks on a journey 
across the Pacific Ocean.  Disaster strikes when the ship sinks leaving 
Pi on a lifeboat with a number of zoo animals.  Pi is a resourceful 
and courageous character who finds ingenious ways to survive 
while admiring the ocean for its wonder and fearing it for its terrors.  
Through a series of trials, Pi is left on the lifeboat with only the tiger 
and as he fights to survive, he wonders about God and his ultimate 
place in the world. 
 The movie, based on a book by Yann Martel is directed by Ang 
Lee and is gorgeous and lush in its cinematography.  The scenes of 
the shipwreck and subsequent storm are harrowing and the CGI tiger 
is at once striking and terrifying.  What keeps the movie from being 
perfect is in part, one of the reasons it is so beautiful to watch.  While 
the story is at its heart a study of spirituality in the face of seemingly 
insurmountable odds, Lee is unsure what exactly that spirituality 
entails and what it all means.  But regardless of Lee’s uncertainty, this 
movie is certain to move and entertain people of almost all ages (due to 
the animal violence it might be too scary for very young children).

book

Not A Fan
by	Kyle	Idleman
 Are you a follower of Jesus? Don’t answer too quickly.  In fact, 
you may want to read the book, Not A Fan before you answer at all.  
Consider it a ‘Define the Relationship’ conversation to determine 
exactly where you stand.  You may indeed be a passionate, fully 
devoted follower of Jesus.  Or, you may be just a fan who admires 
Jesus but isn’t ready to let him cramp your style.  Then again, 
maybe you’re not into Jesus, period.  In any case, don’t take the 
question—Are you a follower of Jesus?—lightly.  “Some people 
don’t know what they’ve said yes to and other people don’t realize 
what they’ve said no to.”  But Jesus is ready to clearly define the 
relationship he wants with his followers.  Not a Fan calls you to 
consider the demands and rewards of being a true disciple.  With 
frankness sprinkled with humor, Idleman invites you to live the 
way Jesus lived, love the way he loved, pray the way he prayed, 
and never give up living for the One who gave his all for you.
 Idleman is the teaching pastor of one of the largest Christian 
Churches in the world, Southeast Christian Church in Louisville, 
Kentucky (30,000 members).  Actually the fifth largest church 
in America, Idleman was at a cross-roads in his ministry one 
Thursday before Easter a few years ago.  He was thinking, “This 
sermon needs to be good. There are some people who only come 
to church on Christmas and Easter ‘Creasters, they are called.’  I 
want to make sure they all come back.  What could I say to get their 
attention.”
 It was this thought that made Idleman consider what Jesus taught 
whenever he had the big crowds coming to him.  It’s this journey 
that created this book.  I loved this book.  It challenged me in ways 
I never expected.  I suggest you read this book.  It will definitely 
take you out of your comfort zone.  You will have to ask the 
question of yourself, “Am I a follower of Jesus or merely a fan?  
I am Pastor Mark Scales and I am not a fan.



Insider Reaction
   Hi! This is Tori Bannister writing because I 
love to read the Insider. :-)  My favorite part is 
the movie reviews.  I especially liked the Hotel 
Transylvania, which I’ve really wanted to see 
since I saw the preview. I think the woman who 
did it (Leslie Thwaits) did a good job. 
   I also love the testimonies area.  Leah’s was 
the bomb!  I loved reading about people like the 
first woman who, even though her unborn baby 
was brutally murdered, believed in Jesus though.   
I love it when people have been through so many 
horrible things and then trust God’s plans.  It is 

incredible, and I want to thank Leah for sharing those stories. 
   Great job on these last two Insiders!!! Keep up the good work!
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Apologetics.  “One of my favorite websites is www.thepoachedegg.
net.  You can like them on their Facebook page (The Poached Egg).  
Because I think that every Christian should be able to defend their 
faith, I highly recommend this site.  They have articles, book reviews, 
videos and quotes that help you see the reason behind the faith we 
profess.”  —Pastor Jeremy Bannister

Christian Books.  “Over the past several years, I have discovered 
several or many Christian authors that not only encourage me to read 
the Word of God but to also live my faith out daily.  Some of the 
authors I recommend are Francis Chan, Kyle Idleman, Philip Yancey, 
C.S. Lewis, Rick Lawrence, and Timothy Keller” —Pastor Mark 
Scales

Worship.  “In our walk with God, we have several vehicles to 
commune with Him, and one of them is worship as we find in the 
Bible that we will be worshiping  for eternity, I want to encourage you 
to have a discipline of adoration to Him.  James 4:5, ‘Or do you think 
that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 
jealously”? —Pastor Jose Luis Cardona

Biblegateway.com.  “Biblegateway is a great site for searching the 
scriptures, and maybe Youtube - look up your favorite Christmas song, 
or artist, and see what you find!  I’m amazed at what’s out there.  Have 
fun!”  —Diane Lee

BSF International.  “The Bible itself teaches us and there is hope in its 
pages.  I have learned that people involved in Bible Study Fellowship 
classes discover that hope on an ongoing basis.  This is just my second 
year doing BSF, but I LOVE the discipline of getting into God’s Word 
on a consistent basis and BSF provides that.”  —Barbara Scales 

Pray With Your Spouse.  “Even though it may be hard to get started, 
praying with your spouse is a wonderful oportunity to grow closer 
together, grow closer to the Lord, and agree in prayer on the many 
things going on in your lives that need God’s guidance and wisdom. It 
is a great time of bonding and learning more about your spouse; their 
hurts, desires, and needs, and experiencing the faith of both of you 
growing stronger each time!” —Andrea Trujillo

Jesus Calling.  “The devotional Jesus Calling, by Sarah Young, is how 
I start my day.  It’s filled with words of encouragement from the Bible 
and directs what I need to work on that day.  Music takes my stress 
away so listen to the encouraging music and words at KLOVE.”  
—Carol Baird

HE is in CONTROL!  “When times seem hard to understand and 
events and people seem to be moving in a downward spiral, we can be 
confident that the Loving God we serve and love is in control.  He is the 
reason we get up each day and see the work ahead of us as a gift.”
—Patti Casey

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is 
faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.”  —Hebrews 10:23-25


